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QUELQUES RARETES D'EGYPTE 

encore ins·OUp~onnees a Ce JOUr. 

par 

Jean BOULAD d'HUMIE RES, 1~ .R.P.S.L., 

Membre Co rrespondan t de l'Acadcmie de 
Phil atelic, Paris. 

No us avons re<;u de notre co ll l:gue Jean Bou lad 
d'Humicres lcs in format ions ci-desso us qui co mp lC­
tcnt uti lement la note cl e Mr. Sava Michel \'es tark is 
parue clans le l o. 120 de Jui ll et/Octob rc 1968 de ce 
Jo urn al. 

No us espc rons qu 'e ll es in tc resse ro nt ·nos lecle urs. 

N.D.L.R. 

Lorsqu'il croit. <<etre complet», le Collectionn em , quel qu 'il soit, 
peut toujours avoir l'agreable su rprise de trouver encore des pieces 
dont ·il-- ne soup<;onnait meme pas !'existence ou qu'il n 'esperait jamais 
posseder . 

La philatelic ne fait pas exception , et pourtant elle fai t partie 
des categories de collections les plus jeunes puisqu 'elle date seu lement 
d'un peu mains de 130 ans. 

L::~ collection des t imbres-poste d'Egypte, qui est un peu plus que 
centenaire, vien t de nous en donn er la preuve . 

~ " 0 

La collection J ames H. ABBOTT, form ee duran t les dernieres 
annees du XIXe. siecl et les tou tes premieres du XXe., comprenait les 
timbres des pays du Commonwealth Britannique et de quelques autres 
pays etran gers dont la France, la Scandinavie, la Grece, l'Egypte, Haiti , 
etc . 

Decede en mars 1914, Mr. J ames Abbott ava it legue cette collec­
tion a l' Art Ga llery de l'Un iversite de Mancl1 ester qui, apres 50 ans 
decida de la faire vendre aux en ch eres. C'est la Maison H.R. Harmer, 
de Londres, qui a ete chargee de cette operation qui a eu lieu du 17 
au 20 juin 1968 et qui a rapporte p lus de 49 .000 livres pour 11.000 lo ts 
repartis entre 228 acbeteurs. 

Cette collection n'avait pas ete exposee depuis p lus de 50 ans et 
Jllu;:; pcrsonnc n 'cn connaiss::~ i t le contenu e:-;:act. 
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L'Egypte etait particulierement bien representee clans cette col­
lection puisqu'on y trouvait des pieces encore inconnues a ce jour. 

En voici la liste. 

1866 - 5 et 10 piastres, dent. 12 1 I 2, en blocs cle quat re, neufs, 
(fig. 1). 

(Fig. 1) 

Si l'on connait plusieurs blocs de quatre, et davantage, des autres 
valeurs de cette emission, .I'existence de blocs de quatre des 5 et 10 
piast res neufs etait absolument inconnue. L 'on connalt un grand bloc 
du 5 piastres, dont quelques pieces sont legeremen t abimees, sur Je~tre 
entier e et quelques paires neuves du 10 piastres . 

Il y a une quinzaine d'annees l'on avait signale l'existence de 
ces deux valeurs en blocs de quatre au Musee Postal de Stockholm ; 
cette nouvelle avait mis en emoi les specialistes d'Egypte qui , apres 
un examen attentif, constaterent avec peine qu'il s'agissait de faux dits 
«faux Salama », tres bien executes d'ailleurs, sur papier original, 
fi lograne, etc., ... mais faux. ns furent a lors immediatement retires de 
leur vitrine par la direction du dit Musee. 

Ces deux blocs sont done absolument uniques a ce jour. Les plus 
grandes collections, Albert Ei:d, A.S. Mackenzie Low, rois Fouad puis 
Farouk, vV. Bya m, et d'autres encore, n'en possedaient pas; il n'y en a 
egalement pas dans celle de l a r eine d'Angleterre. 

Les deux pieces offertes clans la vente de la collection Abbott 
sont absolument authentiques, elles ont ete certifiees par la Commission 
d'Expertise de la Royal Philatelic Society de Londres. 



January-July 1So9 L'ORiENT PHiLA TELl QUE 173 

Nous avons eu la chance de pouvoir les examiner de pres et grace 
a notre documentation sur cette emission il nous a ete possible Gle les 
s ituer dans la feui lle entiere de 200 exemplaires. Il s'agit pour le 5 pi. 
cles timbres No. 7, 8, 27 et 28, et pour le 10 pi . des No. 13, 14, 33 et 34. 

La possession de ces deux raretes constitue sans aucun doute 
la plus grande joie qu 'un collectionneur, specialiste d'Egypte, puisse ::~.vo ir 
clans sa vie de philateliste. Cela n e se produit genera lemen t qu'une seule 
fois pour chaque collection . 

1872 - 5 piastres, dent. 13 1/4, pai1·e ve1·ticale neuve (fig . 2). 

(Fig. 2) 

Voila encore une autre rarete insoup<;onnee clle aussi, mais 
moi:1s spectaculaire que les deux piec~s preccd~ntes . 

E n piece isolee neuve, cette va leur, avec cette dente lure est 
excessivemen t rare, on n'en connait que quelques exemplaires, et ici , en 
paire, elle constitue une nouvelle «piece unique». 

1879-5 pams sur 21/2 piast1·es, dent. 121 /2 , paire tete beche, 
ne·uve - (fig. 3l. 

Cette va leur avec celle qui l'accompagne (10 paras sur 2 1/2 
piilsLrc,;) est un provisoire emis le l er. janvier 1819. 

Comme on le sait, le timbre No. 154 de la feuille de 200 du timbre 
de 2 1/2 piastr es est tete beche par rappor.it au restant de la feuille; 
cette variete se retrouve evidemment clans les 5 et 10 paras obtenus par 
surcharge en 1879. 
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Tandis que le 10 paras se r encontre relativement souvent en tete 
becbe, i l y en a clans presque toutes les collections importantes, le 5 
pZ~ras est vra imcnt rarissime clans cet etCJ.t. 

l 

(Fig . 3) 

Pour nolre part nous n 'en connaission s que trois ou quatre autres 
paires a ce jour. La premiere sera it clans la collection de la r cine 
d 'Angleterre, ia s concle provient de la collection F errari et se tmuve 
actuellement clans une collection en Suede, les deux autres etaient d2ns 
lp collection du roi Farouk, l' un e a ete reservee pour le Musee Postal 
du Caire et !'autre, clans un bloc de 9, a ete vendu aux encheres en 
1954 avec !'ensemble de la collection roya le . 

La quatriemc, ou cinquieme, est cette pai r e provcnCJ.nt de la 
collection Abbott. 

Les quatre p1eces decrites ci-d ssus font actuellement partie 
de la collection specialisee de Monsieur E . An tonini de Geneve 'lUi a 
bien voulu nous autoriser a les r eproduire ici. 

Dans la meme vente il y avait un tres bel ensemble de blocs de 
timbres du Canal de S'uez, notamment deux blocs de 12 pieces clu 1 
centime noiT qui constituent les deux plus grands blocs connus a ce 
jour et un bloc de 6 e:.~:emplai?·es de cette meme va leur. 

Il y avait encore plusieurs blocs de 9 des 5 et 20 centimes, un 
bloc de 8 du 40 centimes et une feuille entiere du 20 centimes. 

* ** 
Ces qu elques petites informations prouvent qu'en ma t iere de 

collection l'on peut toujours avoir d'agreables surprises et fairc des 
decouvertes inattendues meme apres plus de 100 ans d'existence de 
certaines pieces. Les exemples ci-dessus en sont la preuve. 



JOHN H.E . GILBERT 

]J eu?' Jl!I ehanny Eicl, 

"MOJ(\IFN" 
\VEST CLOSE, 

"M l DD ETON - on - SE A, 
BOC NOJ{. W~GIS, SUSSEX. 

9th Jwwcn·y, 1969. 

Following the in teresting article by DL S.M. Vestarkis in L'Orient 
Ph ila telique No. 120 Pages 124/5 on n ew finds of Egypt discovered in 
HlGf- , i t is a fact that, although the James. H. Abbott Collection had been 
at the Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester, for over 50 years, it was 
qu;te unknown to Egyptian Philatelists in England. 

In addition to the three items you have illustrated, you may ·wish 
to add two further finds which came out of the same sale, as enclosed 
illustrations. 

One is a Block of Four min t of 20 paras - Third Issue, 1st 
Printing, Performation 12-} by 13~- , watermark uprigllt-deep bright blue 
cdour, printed by LITHOGRAPHY. The other is a mint pair with the 
same details as above. The condition of both is excellent and the colour 
hrilli ant. 

It is believed that this is only the S(;cond block of th is stamp 
·which has, so far, been r ecorded in the World . 

Yours sincerely, 

See illu.stmtions on t he following pages. 
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The French Post in Egypt - Two Notes 
Peter A. S. S1nith 

The first item illustrated is the fron t of a cover that was addressed 
to Cairo from Paris in 1867. It could not be delivered, and was returned 
to the sender. The reason fo r me1itioning it here is._that the fron t bea rs 
a postal marking of the French post office in Alexandria that has not 
been reported before, to my knowledge. It reads ·BETOUR I A L 'EN­
VOYEUR/ 5080, and is struck in pale red. It does not photograph w ell , 
so I have made a Xerox copy and have str engthened the impression by 
hand so that it will r eproduce better here. Can anyone report another 
example? This one was discovered by the sharp eyes of Gordon Torrey 
(see illust1·ations on the opposite page) . 

The second item is a pair of the 5c. Type Sage overprinted P ORT 
SAID and used on the 24th of November, 1899 . The overprint is not the 
normal one ; the letters are without serifs . The on ly information that 
I know of about such an issue appears in the addenda to volume 1I of 
the Kohl Briefm ark en-handbuch . (page 1024) . The following is a trans­
lation : "Of the issue of 1899-1900, the lOc. was already issued at the 
end of October , but the other values were not issued until 24 Nov., 1899. 
In the interim, it is sa id, the then French postmaster, with the agreement 
of French consul at Port Said, had a local overprin t made on November 
17th of all values (except, of course, the 2 F.) at a French press in Port 
Said, in block letters (instead of Antique) and without the double points 
over the i. All impressions are said to have been made in red. This 
local ?verprint issue is said to have been used only from the 17th to the 
24th of November, almost entirely on commercial , letters. The respon­
sibility for this information lies in an article in Echo de la Timbrologie 
for April, 1928" . 

The example shown here is the only one I have ever seen , in spite 
of years of searching. If these stamps were, indeed , issued under the 
conditions described here, they should be included in the catalogues. 
However, they appear to have no knowledge of these stamps, and in­
deed, the stamps are almost completey unknown to coll ectors. Is there 
a -reaeler ·who can give us· ··mo·re- ·informa tion than this? Has anyone a 
cover ? 
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AN EXPLANATION FOR THE UNAUTHORIZED AND 
UNLIST,ED BISECTS 

OF THE FIRST DE LA RUE ISSUE 

By G. GOUGAS 

This article teas published in the March-April, 
1968 issue o.f the "EGYPTIA N TOPI CS", and is 
rep1·oduced here by kind permission of the 
EDITOR . 

The bisect of th e One Piastre Fig. 1., illustrated in the ::Jovember­
December, 1968 issue of the "EGYPTI AN TOPICS", provides me wEh 
the opportunity to pass on some information wh ich, I believe. will 
interest some of the "Egyptian Topics" readers. 

Pig. 1. T PO. 2. Pig . 2. 

It is opportune to show h ere, an illustration of a suggestive frag­
men t bearing a bisect of the same issue, the 10 pa ra, mauve, (Z~;heri 

No. 24) Fig. 2., also cancelled with the same circular date stamps, 

Fig. 3 . Dep . 1.2 Fig .. 4. 
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"ALEXANDRI E - CAIRE - AMBULANT , Type TPO 2 (As classified 
by Mr. R. S. Blomfield ). A ra ther curious coincidence, mine too, shows 
the sa me date : 8 SE 81 T 11. 

Without comment, w e have in fact, two different values of t he same 
issue, bisected to be used on differ ent lower values. 

Shown above is another illustration of two fragments, also franked 
with bisects of the same issue. The 10 paras, lilac-rose (Zeheri No. ~C) 
Fig. 3., and the 5 paras, brown, (Zeheri No. 23) Fig. 4., Bo th are 
cancelled with the circu lar date sta mp; CAIRE I date I DEPART, Type, 
D::p. 1.2. Both show the identical date, 11 SE 81 TIV. 

I would like to emphasize here, that the stamps, as well as the 
postmarks, are undoubtedly genuine. 

Here again , the 10 paras valu e w as bisected to be used as five 
paras posta l rate, while the 5 paras va lue was bisected to be used as 
2 } paras postal value . It is unnecessary to remind you that the last 
value does not correspond to any kind of postal r ate in existance in 
Egypt. 

I does not require more than a glance at the foregoing information, 
fo r you to judge that ail of these ma tters cannot be taken seriously . 
All these facts prove something sound; that the official character cf 
t hese "bisects" is lacking and I think that it is an issu e due to a zealous 
phil atelist w ho could not res ist th e temptation to speculate by taking 
advantage of his fri ends in strategic areas in the postal service . In this 
particular case, the existance of covers showing trans it and ar riva l 
date-stamps do not g ive an officia l character to the bisect. As w e note, 
from the illustrations shown, the forger cancelled his bisects w ith 
both Alexandr ia and Ca iro postmarks. How ever, it wou ld have been 
very easy fo r h im to use covers instead of fragm ents After having 
cancell ed the bisect at t he Alexandria Post Office, he might have sen t 
t he cover in an envelope to hi s friend in the CC~ i ro Post Office w here 
the appropria te arrival c.d.s. would then be applied. 

In the past, when official shortages of lower values occu red, the 
General Post Office au thorized the use of a h igher value, to be bisected 
diagonally. Directives were then issued by t he Administration, prov­
iding for definite dates where they wou ld be recognized as valid 
franking with a terminal limit. 

The few rare covers bearing genuine bisects were sold at VE:i'Y 

high prices, some at public Auct ion u p to $ 450.000 (Note lot No . 973 
of the Robson Lowe Auction , October, 1961, from the late William 
Byam collection). 
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I acquired the above listed bisects, F'igs. 2, 3, & 4, from an honest 
dealer in Cairo , the late E. L. Angeloglou. He explained to me that they 
cou ld not have any pbilatelic value in v iew of the fact that no bisects 
of t his issue have ever been officially repOl'ted as authorized, up to 
the present. 

I must say, fo r t he sake of truth, that he parted with them by 
offering them to me as a present. 

G. Gotogas 

<<PHILATELISTS STORES>> 
Ex. M. HAGOPIAN 

R.C. 120267 Le Ca ire 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES- POSTE 

VENTE - ACHAT - ECHANGE 

TIMBRES TOUS-PAYS 

et varietes 

16, RUE ABDEL KHALEK SAROIT - LE CAIRE 

ler etage, bureau No. 9 

PHILATELISTS L'\ 100 countries are m ell1bcr s of th e 

CONCORDE CORRESPONDENCE CLUB ( J) ctails. LOP), 

38 PARKSIDE DRIVE, EDG WARE, MIDDX, ENGLAND. 



THE INTERPOSTAL SEALS 

AND THE EARLY POSTAL 

SERVICES OF EGYPT 

by Ibrahim Chajta1· (*) 

(continued) ( **) 

During the first ha lf of the year 
1878 a n ew issue of Interpost::tls , 
type VII , saw the light and was 
used jointly with the remainders 
of the type V issue. It was the 
sequel of the penetra t ion of the 
French language at th e "Egyp­
tian Khedivial Postal Adminis­
tration" who used to r enovate, 
in proportion to thei r require­
ments, their prin ted forms , cir­
cula rs and postal issues, und er 
this new concise name "POSTES 
EGYPTIENNES" (See page 103 
of L 'O .P. No. 120 - July /Octo­
ber 1968). 

This new series, round in form , 
diameter 39/39.5 mm approxima­
tely, bears on the top. on a che­
quered ground, with in a frame 
surrounded externally by four 
concen tric circles, the blank text 
(whi te) "POSTES EGYPTIEN­
NES" in French. However , the 
Arabic inscriptions in the centre 
remained iden tica l to those of the 
preceding issue type V .k__. .J~ )) 

cc ·~rA •u~.~.>. the litteral transla­
tion of which would be '·POSTES 
KHEDIVIALES EGYPTIEN­
NES" and not "POSTES EGYP­
TIEN ES" u ·~.r..,_. •k...-.J~ ,, as it 
should be, after suppress ing the 

LES ETIQUETTES 
INTERPOSTALES 

ET LES PREMIERS BUREAUX 
POST AUX D'EGYPTE 

pCi?· Ibnthi?n Chaftm· ( *) 

(suite) (*' ) 

Durant le premier semestre de 
1878 une nouvelle emission d'in­
terpostaux, le type VII, a vu le 
jour et fut utilisee conjointement 
avec les r estes de !'emission du 
type V. E lle fut la consequence 
de la penetration de la langue 
fran ~,;ais e a !'Administration des 
Postes Khediviales Egyptiennes, 
qui renova it, au fur et a mesure 
de ses besoins, ses imprimes, cir­
culaires et emissions postales, 
sous cette nouvelle appellation 
succinc te «POSTES EGYPTIEN­
NES». (Voir page 103 de L 'O.P. 
No. 120 de Juillet /Octobre 1968). 

Cette nouvelle serie, de form at 
rond d'un diametre d 'environ 
39/39 mm . 5 porte en haut, sur 
un fond quadri lle clans un cadre 
entoure exterieuremen t de quatre 
cercles concentriques, le texte 
vide (blanc) «POSTES EGYP­
TIENNES» en fran~,;ais. Les ins­
crip tions a rabes du cen tre sont 
restees cependant identiques a 
celles de !'emission preceden te 
type V ~ f"'' ~ . .JoJ>- .1. .... y dont 
la traduction litterale serait 
<iPOSTES KHEDIVIALES E­
GYPTIENNES» et non «POS­
TES EGYPTIENNES» cc~.r""A.k...-.yu 
qui aur·ait du etre avec suppres-

(*) Address: I. CHAFTAR, 8, Street 47, Smouha - Alexandria, Egypt. 

(**) Continued from page 119 of L'O.P. No. 120 July / October 1968. 
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ad jective "KHEDIVIE " << ~_,0 -l>- n 

As to the whi te part, reserved 
at the bottom in the concen tric 
circles, the name of the locality 
was made in the colou r of the 
Intcrpostal, the wh ole printing 
of which is red on a whi te 
ground . 

Four sub-types are noticeable, 
two of whi ch-types VII and VIIA 
- made out of the same die, ar e 
only differenciated by the way 
the name of the local ity is in­
cluded. It is the same case w ith 
the sub-types VII . 1 and VIIB, 
made out of a second die. 

Sub-types VII and VIIA, have 
their letter "0" of '·POSTES" 
large in the cen tre and the Ara­
bic punctuation dots square, 
w hile on the sub-types VIL1 and 
VIIB , the letter "0" is narrow in 
the cen tre and oblong; the Ara­
bic punctuation dots are round. 
As to the letter Y of the word 

T. VII 

sion de l'adjectif «KHEDIVIE» 

2' 

Dans la partie blanche, reser­
vee au bas clans les cercles con­
cen t riques, le nom de la localite 
etait porte en la couleur de l'in­
te rpostal clont !'impression tota le 
est en rouge su r fond blanc. 

On distingue quatre sous-types, 
don t deux - les sous-types VII 
et VIIA - issus d'un e meme 
matrice, sont differencies seule­
men t par la fac;on d'inclure le 
nom de la loca lite clans la partie. 
De meme les sous-types VII. 1 
et VII B qui son t issus d 'un e 
deuxieme matrice. 

Dans les sous-types VII et 
VIIA, le 0 de POSTES a le cen­
tre large et les poin ts de la ponc­
tuation arabe can ·es, tandis que 
clans les sou -types VI L1 et 
VIIB, le 0 a le centre etroit et 
allonge. et les points de la ponc­
tuation arabe ronds . La lettr e Y 
du mot EGYPTIENNES a les 
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EGYPTIENNES its two arms are 
more discarded in the sub-types 
VII and VIIA than in the sub­
types VII and VIIB. 

Finally, the name of the locali­
ty in sub-types VII and VII.l is 
placed in Arabic to the right side 
and in French to the left. Sub­
types VIIA and VIIB have the 
name in French only without an 
Arabic text. 

·r. ;r. j • f.'.J-4 

deux bras plus eca rtes clans les 
sous-types VII et VIIA que dans 
les sous-types VII et VIIB. 

Enfin clans les sous-types VII 
et VII .1 le nom de la localite est 
porte en arabe a droite et le nom 
en ortographe franc;;a ise a gau­
che. Dans les sous-types VIIA et 
VIIB le nom en fra n c;;a is es t por­
te seul sans texte arabe . 
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It was the first attemp t 
timid, one must admit to 
show the Arabic name of the 
localities on the Egypt ian Inter­
postals . 
(*) W e have al ready poin ted out 
that the Egyptian offices in 
the Sudan, established on Gene­
ra l Ch . Gordon's special r q uest, 
operated in April 1878. It is pro­
bable that the In terpostals of 
these offi ces were issued during 
the said period. An illustration is 
hereafter given of tl1ese Inter­
posta ls, sub-type VII, tota lling 
11 , viz: 1) ADAREF ; 2) CHARA; 
3) DARA; 4) E L AB IAD; 5) E L 
FACHE R; 6) E L KALABAT; 
7) E L MESLEMIE H ; 8) FA­
SHOUDA ; 9) FAZOGLOU 
10) KALKAL; 11 ) SENNAR. 

As to the Interpostals sub­
types VII .1 of the H E LLOUAN 
and KHAT A TBE offices, these 
must have been issued respecti­
vely in 1880, date of opening of 
the former office, and the latter 

C'est la prem iere tentative -
timide, il est vrai - de faire fi­
gu rer l e nom arabe des localites 
sur les in te rpostau x egyp tiens. 

(* J Nou s avions releve aupanvan t 
que les Burea ux Egyptiens du 
Soudan , crees a la demande ex­
presse du General Ch . Gor·don , 
fo nctionna ien t en A v ril 1878, et 
il est probable qu e les interpos­
taux de ces Bu reaux on t ete 
emis a cette epoque. Nous don­
nons illustration de ces in t.er­
postaux sous-type VII qui son t 
au nombre de 11 :- 1. ADAREF 
- 2. CHARA - 3. DARA -
4. E L AB IAD - 5. E L F ACHER 
- 6. E L KALABAT - 7. EL 
MESLE MI E H - 8. F ACHOUDA 
- 9. FAZOGLOU - 10. KAL­
KAL - 11. SENNAR. 

Quan t aux in terpostaux sous­
types VII. 1 des bureaux de 
H E LLOUAN et de KHATATBE, 
ils on t cl Ct et re issus le premier 
en 1880, elate de l'ouverture de 
ce bu rea u , et le deuxieme en 1882. 

in 1882. 111111•••••-------11 
' . . 

1.opo . l8" 1p~.l87' 

.D a. tc ; ,._ m-.s. 
8 /v c 11kJ. 

(Chachet de (Kata tba) C 

(*) See pag e 697 of L'O.P. No. 11 8 of )u1y/Oclob er 1967. 
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For the sake of documenta­
t ion, w e gi!' e the r eproduction of 
t he obli terat ion of "KHATAT­
BE" , used befor e the official 
opening in 1882 (designed by S. 
Blomfied ). It w as the "SOCIE T E 
ANONYME D'IRRI GATION -
DANS LE BEHERA" who w ere 
officially en trusted (*) with the 
postal services of the local ity, 
using their service stamp (vio­
let ink ) for mark ing stamps and 
correspondence, adding the date 
in ink , by hand , on t he stamp. 
The stamps bea rin g this tempo­
rary obliteration ar e very r ar e. 
My collection contains a P .T. 1 
stamp of 1879, r ose colour, which 
bears in black ink , by hand, the 
date 27.10.80. My colleague and 
fri end Seymour Blomfield h as 
anoth er piece dated , by hand , 
15 . . . 81. 

Sub-type VIIA was issued fo r 
t he loca lities the names of which 
a re given h ereunder. The oldest 
date of t he used items of my 
collecti on is t ha t of Cairo 
"P OST E E GI ZI ANE 17 MAG 78. 
VVe, t herefore, consider 1878 as 
the year of issue of this set : 

1) ALE XANDRIE; 2) AS­
SIOUT ; 3) ASSOUAN ; 4) BENE­
SOUEFF; 5) CAIRE; 6) DES­
SOUK; 7 ) GALIOUB ; 8) GU I­
ZEH ; 9) KAF R-ZAYAT ; 
10 ) KAFR-EL-ZAYAT; 11) KO­
ROSKO; 12 ) LUXOR ; 13) MA­
GAGA ; 14) MANl'<'ALOUT 

A t it re docum entaire, nous 
donn ons la reproduction de 
!'ob literat ion de «KHATATBE» 
qui etait employee avant l'ouver­
ture officielle en 1882 ( dessinee 
pa r S. Blomfield ) . C'est la «SO­
CIETE ANONYME D'IRRIGA­
TION - DANS LE BEHE RA» 
qui etai t chargee officiellemen t (*) 
des travaux postaux de la 

. localite et elle emp loyait son tam­
pon de service (en er e violette) 
pour marquer les t imbres et la 
correspondance et datait en plus 
- en manuscrit - a l'encre sur 
les timbres . L es v ignettes por­
tan t cette obli teration provisoire 
sont t res rares; j 'ai dans ma col­
lection un timbre de 1 piastre 
rose de 1879 date a la main a 
l'encre noire 27.10.80 et mon 
collegue et ami Seymour Blom­
fi eld en possede un autre date a 
la main 15 . . . 81. 

Les sous-type VIIA on t ete 
emis pour les loca li tes dont les 
noms suiven t . L a da te la plus 
ancienne relevee sur les exem­
plaires uses, inclu s dans ma col­
lection, es t celle du Caire et 
porte POSTE EG IZIANE 17 
l\.fAG 78. Nous dmmons done 
1878 comme date d'emission pour 
cette serie : 1. ALEXANDRIE -
:2 . ASSIOUT - 3. ASSOUAN --
4. BENESOUEFF - 5. CAIRE 
- 6. DE SSOUK - 7. GALIOUB 
- 8. GUIZEH -· 9. KAFR EL-
ZAYAT; - 10. KAFR-EL-ZA-
YAT ; 11. KOROSKO 

( *) See file " Inspection of offices " at the Postal-Administration archiv•cS. 



188 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE January- July 1969 

15) MINET AL-GAMH; 16) :MI­
NIEH; 17) RAMLEH ; 18) CHI­
BIN EL KOM ; 19) SUEZ ; 
20) ECONOMAT (Total 20 Inter­
posta ls ). 

May I ask my colleagues who 
would have covers of the sub­
type VIIA for other locali ti s not 
mentioned above to point thPm 
out to me, with supporting pho­
tos, in order to mention them in 
future numbers of L 'O.P. 

As to the sub-types VII B, the 
oldest da te on the used items in 
my collection is that of Ism a ilia 
POSTE EGIZIANE 14 LUG 
1879 T.I. \ t.le , therefo re, consider 
1879 as the year of issue of this 
set. 

Illustrations of the 93 Inter­
postals of my collection are given 
hereunder. However, may l point 
out that I do not possess the 
Interposta ls of the followin g 
locali ties, according to Mr. E. 
Kehr' s catalogue (1962 ) : 

1) x ACHMOUTH; 2) CAIRE, 
overprinted FRANCA; 3) DA-
MANHOUR ; 4) EDKOU 
5) ESNEH ; 6) x FESNCE ; 
7) F ACH IE .: 8) x GUIZE H ; 
9) GOTOUR; 10) KARTOUM; 
11 ) KENEH; 12) LOUXOR (17. 
m/m) ; 13) x MEHALLET 
MOUSSA ; 14) MELLAWI ; 
15) x MALLAZ; 16) SENAR. 

Those preceded by an asterisk 
are less probable as none of th e 
catalogs published till now, 0. 

12. LOUXOR - 13. MAGAGA -
14. MANFALOUT- 15. MINET 
EL-GAMH - 16. MINIEH 
17. RAMLEH - 18. CHIBIN EL 
KOM - 19. SUEZ - 20. 8CO­
NOMAT. Total 20 interpostaux). 

J e prie mes collegues qui au­
raien t des exemplaires sous­
types VIIA pour d'autres local i­
U~s, autres que sus-mentionnees, 
de me les signaler , avec photo a 
l' appui, pour les mentionner 
clans les prochains numeros de 
l'O.P. 

Qu ant aux sous-types VIIB , la 
date !a · plus ancienne sur les 
exemplai res uses, inclus clans ma 
collection , est celle d 'Ismailia 
POSTE EGIZIANE 14 LUG 
1879 T. I. Nous donnons done 
1879 comme da te d 'emission de 
cette serie. 

Ci-apres illustration de 93 in­
terpostaux inclus clans ma col­
lection . J e signa le toutefois qu'il 
me manqu e les interpostaux des 
locali tes suivantes d'apres le re­
marquable catalogue de Mr. E. 
KEHR ( 1962) : 

1) x ASCHMOUTH ; 2) CAIRE 
surch arge FRANCA; 3) DAMAN­
HOUR; 4) EDKOU; 5) ESNEH; 
6) x FESNCE ; 7) FECHNE ; 
8) x GUIZEH; 9) GOTOUR ; 
10) KARTOUM; 11) KENEH; 
12) LOUXOR (17 m/m); 13 x ME­
BALLET MOUSSA; 14) MEL­
LAWI ; 15) x MALLAZ; 16) SE-
TAR. 

Ceux precedes d 'un asteristi­
que sont peu probables, car au­
cun des catalogues publies a ce 
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MAY 1915 - E. KEHR 1943 -
G. CHAPIER 1951 - E. KEHR 
1962, has ever confirmed them. 
As to the others , may I ask my 
colleagues who would be in 
possession of such material, to be 
good enough and supply me with 
a good photo for inclusion in the 
following numbers of the L'O.P. 
I may add, however, that h aving 
never seen them it is not possi­
ble for me to precise the kind of 
sub-type . 

Th e improvement of the gen­
eral financia l s ituation led the 
Egyptian Postal Administration 
to lay a program of expansion of 
their activit ies, and the foll ow­
ing offices sta rted operating as 
horn 1880: 

1) ABA EL vV AKF'; 2) ABOU 
EL CHOUKOUK; 3) ABOU HA­
MAD; 4) ABOU KEB IR ; 5) 
ABOUKIR; 6 l ABOU KORKAS; 
7) ABOU TIG; 8) ACHMANT; 
9) AKHIM ; 10) ARMA IT; 
11) AYAT ; 12) BADRE­
CHEIN; 13) BALIANA; 14) BE­
BA; 15) BENI-KORRA; 16) BE­
NI MAZAR; 17) BORDEIN; 
18) BOUHA; 19) BOULAC; 
20) BOULAC EL DACROUR; 
21) CHABAS; 22) CHEBRE­
KHIT; 23) DECHNA; 24) DEI­
ROUT; 25) DEKERNES; 26 ) E D­
FOU; 27) EDKOU; 28) EDWA ; 
29) ENCHAS ; 30) FACOUS ; 
31) F ARCH OUT; 32); FOUA; 
33) GHOURIA; 34) HADRA; 
35) HEHYIA; 36) HELOUAN; 
37) KAFR AMMAR; 38) KAFR 

jour : 0. lVIA Y 1915 - E. KEHR 
1943 - G. CHAPIER 1951 -
E. KEHR 1962, ne les ont confir­
mes . Quant aux autres, je prie 
mes collegues qui les possede­
raient d 'avoir l' amabilite de me 
procurer une bonne photogra­
phie pour inc lusion sur les pages 
des prochains numeros de L'O.P . 
J e fais remarquer toutefois qu e 
ne les ayant jamais vus je ne 
puis en preciser le sous-type. 

L 'amelioration de la situation 
financiere generale amena l'Ad­
minis tration des Pastes Egyp­
t iennes a appliquer, des 1880, un 
programme cl'expansion de ses 
activites et les Bureaux Postaux 
suivants furent mis en service : 

1. ABA EL W AKF - 2. ABOU 
EL CHOUKOUK 3. ABOU 
HAMAD - 4. ABOU KEBIR -
5. ABOUKIR - 6. ABOU KOR­
KAS - 7. ABOU TIG -
8. ACHMANT- 9. AKHIM-
10. ARMANT - 11. AYAT -
12. BADRECHEIN - 13. BA­
LIANA - 14. BEBA - 15. BE-
l'\! KORA 16. BENI-
MAZAR 17. BORDEIN 
18. BOUHA - 19. BOULAC -
20. BOULAC EL DACROUR -
21. CHABAS - 22. CHEBRE-
KHIT 23. DECHNA 
24. DEIROUT - 25. DEKER­
NES - 26. E DFOU - 27. ED­
KOU - 28. E DW A - 29 . EN-
CHAS - 30 . FACOUS 
31. F ARCH OUT - 32 . FOUA 
- 33 . GHOURIA- 34. HADRA 
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DAOUD ; 39) KALLI N; 40) KO­

L OSNA ; 41) KOM-HAMADA 

42) KORACH IA ; 43) KOUS 
44) MAHALET ABOU-ALY 

45) MAHALET MOUSSA 

46) MANACHI; 47) MATANA; 

48) MATAI; 49) MIT BERA; 

50) NACHART-EL-GUEDI DA ; 

51) NA WA; 52) NAZALI GA­

NOUB ; 53) SAKHA; 54) SAMA­

LOUT; 55) SANATA; 56) SEM­

BELA WEIN; 57) SIDI GABER; 

58) TAHATA ; 59) TERIA ; 

60) WARDAN; 6ll WASTA. i. e. 

a total of 61 new offices. 

The year 1881 a new group of 
offices coming into service, viz : 

1) BARBARA; 2) HARAR ; 
3) MAHALLET DAMANA ; 
4) MANZALA ; 5) MATARIA ; 
6) RAMLE (Bulkeley); 7) RAM­
LE (Schutz); 8) SEDFA; 9) TA­
MA; 10) ZEILA. i .e. a tota l of 10 
offices . On th e other hand , ac­
cording to an agreement with the 
Sublime Gate (Turkey) , the fol­
lowing Egyptian offices which 
were established on its territories 
were closed :-

1) CONSTANT I ONOPLE ; 
2) DJEDDAH ; 3) SMIRNE ; 
4) DARDANELLES; 5) GALLI­
POLI; 6) CHIO; 7) METELIN ; 
8) RHODES, i.e . 8 offices in all. 

In 1882, the following six of­
fices were opened : 

1) CHANDAWILL ; 2) KA­
T A TEE; 3) MANCHAH MARA-

- 35. HEHI A - 36 . HELOUAN 
37. KAFR AMMAR 

38. KAFR DAOUD - 39. KAL-
LIN 40. KOLOSNA 
41. KOM HAMADA - 42. KO-
RACHIA 43. KOUS 
44. MAHALET ABOU. ALY -
45. MAHALET MOUSSA 
46. MANACHI- 47. MATANA 
- 48 . MATAI- 49 . MIT BERA 
-50. NACHART EL GUEDIDA 
- 51. NAWA - 52. NAZALI 
GANOUB - 53 . SAKHA -
54. SAMALOUT - 55. SANTA 

56. SEMBELA WEIN 
57. SIDI-GABER - 58. TAHTA. 
- 59 . TERIA - 60. \ iVARDAN 
- 61 . W AST A so it un tot::d cle 
61 Bureaux nouveaux. 

En 1881 un nouvea u groupe 
entre en activite : 1. BARBARA 
- 2. HARAR ·- 3. MAHALLET 
DAMANA -- 4. MAKZALA-
5. MAT ARIA - 6. RAMLE (B ul­
keley) - 7. RAMLE (Schutz) 
8 . SEDFA - 9. TAMA. -
10 . ZEILA soit un total de 10 
bureaux . Par contr e, a la s ui te 
d 'un accord avec la Sublime 
Porte (Turquie) les bureaux 
egypt ien s etabli s sur son te rri­
toi re sont supprimes : 

1. CONSTANTINOPLE 
2. DJEDDAH 3. SMIRNE 

4. DARDANELLES 
5. GALLIPOLI - 6. CHIO 
7. METELIN - 8. RHODES soit 
8 bureaux . 

En 1882 , les 6 bureaux sui­
vants sont ouv~rts : 1 CHANDA­
WIL - 2. KATATBE- 3. MAI'\­
CHAH MARAGHA - 4. MARA-
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GHA; 4) MARAGHA; 5) NAKA­
DA; 6) SENOURES. 

In 1883, only one office was 
opened: that of Arich e. Besides, 
following the insurrectionary 

GHA - 5. NAKADA - 6. SE­
NOURES. 

En 1883, un seul bureau est 
ouvert : c'est celui de ARICHE, 
par contrc, suite aux mouve-
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movements in the Sudan, the 
offi ces of 1) KASSALA; 2) F'A­
CHER; 3) OBEID and 4) SIDI­
GABER (Alexandria) were clo­
sed. 

(to be continued) 

ments insunectionn ls au Sou­
da n, les bureaux de - 1. KAS-
SALA 2. F'ACHER 
3. OBEID et 4. SIDI GABER 
sont fermes a Alexandrie. 

( c'l suivTe) 
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T. VIIS 

• 



"DOPO LA PARTENZA' on Egyptian Stamps 

Peter- A. S. Smith 

Stamps of the Third Issue of Egypt have long been known with 
the words "Dopo la Partenza" impressed on them in two lines, usua lly 
in black, bu t occasionally in red. This marking appears t o be hand­
stamped, bu t i t is always placed rather precisely , horizontally in the 
middle of the stamps, which in all xamples known to me also bear a 
normal date-stamp cancellation . Many articles have appeared in 
L 'Orien t Philateliqu e about these markings, but the exact circum­
stances of their use are still uncertain. For easy r eference, here is a 
list of the previous articles : 

L 'Orien t Phil. No. 33, July , 1937, p. 106, by F. A. Smyth . 
No. 35, January, 1938, p . 222, by J ean Boulad. 
No. 74, April , 1951, p. 79, by G. Boulad. 
No. 77, J anuary, 1952, p. 279, by C. de Meaultsart, 

and p. 281, by A. Mazloum. 
No. 79, July, 1952, p. 438. 
No . 98, October, 1957-January, 1958, p. 623, by G. 

Go ugas. 
No. 106, January, 1962, p. 6, by G. Boulad. 

A major difficulty in unders tanding the use of this marking has 
been the lack of covers ; even loose stamps bearing the marking are 
rare, and command a price several times the valu e of the ordinary 
s tamp. However, the very few covers so far reported establish certain 
facts : t he marking was st ruck on the stamp and on the envelope as 
well ; no special rate or extra fee was involved. This ar ticle was prompt­
ed by the opportunity to report two covers, both of which confirm t he 
fact that only norma l rates were involved. Fig. 1 shows a cover from 
Cairo to Mansura, mailed on April 11th, 1877, and received on April 13th 
The duration of two days for a journey that should have required hut a 
part of one day implies that the letter was posted too late in the day to 
catch the last dispatch for Mansura , and was thus held over until the 
n ext day, exactly as described by George Gougas for a letter mailed from 
Cairo to Assiut in the same year. 

Fig. 2 shows a cover sent from Cairo to Damascus, postmarked at 
Cairo 29 MAR 76, and backstamped at Port Said 21 MAR 76, and at 
Beyrouth (Au t rian P. 0. ) on April 3rd. Again th ere is a two-day lapse 
for a journey in Egypt that should have r equired less than one day . The 
rate, 1 pi. 20 para , is the norma l foreign letter rate. This cover differs 
from the previous one in that there is no impression of the marking on 
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(Fig. 1) 

(Fig. 2) 
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the ennJope itse lf. There is another difference of interest : the post­
mark "Dopo la Partenza" is larger than usual, although the type of let­
tering is the same. It measures 18 mm. wide instead of 17 mm. , and the 
letters are distinctly taller. I do n ot believe this type has been 1·eported 
before. 

Another fact that should not be passed over is that in nearly every 
example of this m arking on Third Issue stamps, it is struck in an ink 
different from that of the circular date stamp. Usually an intense black 
is u sed, in contrast to the grayish b lack of th e date stamp. This implies 
at least a different ink pad, an d has ied some people to conclude that 

(Fig. 3) 

the marking is actually an overprint, applied before affixing to the en­
velope . Sucb a conclusion is, of course, un tenable in Yiew of the fact 
that several covers are now known in which there is a second impres­
s ion on the envelope itself. Nevertheless, it would not be unreasonable 
to conclude that the "Dopo la P artenza" marking was applied at a dif­
ferent time ; that is , after the stamps had been duly cancelled and the 
letter bad been duly passed along to tbe sorting section in preparation 
for dispatch. Perhaps it was in tbe dispatching office, or even at the 
train station, that the marking was applied. 

The two-line "Dopo la Partenza" marking has been forged. Fig. 3 
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shows an example on the 10 para of 1872. (It bears a forged cancellation 
of Alexandria as w ell, but that is another subject. ) I have seen several 
examples of th is forgery, which can be recognized by t he fact that the 
letters are not aligned stra igh t, especially in "Dopa" , the letter "z" is of 
diffe ren t appearance at the bottom, the "a" is formed differen t ly at the 
right, and t he alignment is s l_ightly different (in the presumed genuine, 
the top of th e "t" is well to the r igh t of the center of the "p" above it). 
At one time I thought that this type might be a genuine varian t, since 
it would be logical to expect that a number of similar handstamps bad 
been prepared . I have three examples of the fo rgery, a ll struck in red, 
all inverted, all on the 10 para 1872, and all bearing a fo rged date stamp 
of Alessandria da ted 14 GE N 1872. These conjunctions, par t icularly the 
forged date stamp, make it clear that this type of "Dopa la Partenza" is 
not leg it imate. 

Inciden tally, this same forged date : tamp is known used wi thout 
"Dopa la Partenza", to cancel r emainders of the Third Issu e at a time 
w hen the then very common unused stamps (especial ly the 10 para) 
could not be so readily sold. I have a block of four of the 10 para neatly 
c:mcelled by four strikes of the forged date stamp, dated 14 GEN 1872, 
of course. An easy point of r ecognit ion is the date, but apart from t ll at, 
the position of the date indicia is slightly rotated from the proper posi­
tion centered over "ALE SSANDRIA" . The ink used is different, too ; 
it penetrates th e paper so as to show the gray-black calor clear ly on th e 
back of the stamp . 

The genuine "Dopa la P ar tenza" in the small type being discussed 
here is usually seen with c:m cellations of Cairo or Alexandria ; I do not 
recall having seen a genuine example from any other town (can any 
reader report one ? ) , except for one most int riguing example : a 5 para 
1872 genuinely cancelled at Bairou t, 27 GEN 1872. The "Dopa la P ar­
tenza" is struck in blue, and appears in every way to be genuine. I sus­
pect that it was applied at Alexandria , when the arrival of t he mail 
steamer was too late to catch the t rain for th e u ltimate destination. 

T he span of use of thi s "Dopa la Partenza" appea rs to be from 
January, 1872 , to 1884 or later. The 1884 date is based on th e illustra­
t ion in F .A. Smyth's ar t icle of 1937, which shows a 20 para De La R ue, 
presumably the rose one, since it is described as being the 1884 issue. 
It appears to be genuine, and th e cancellation appears to be Cairo. I 
have never h eard of an example on the Second I ssu e. Other types of 
"Dopa la Partenza" or "Apres Depart" were used to later dates, but I 
have not heard of any being used other than in the nineteen th century. 
Fig. 4 shows· a late cover with the F rench-language version ligll tly 
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struck on the envelope only (top cen ter). The cover. was sen t from 
Alexandria to Constan tinople, and required nine days for the journey 
(posted March 29th, 1895, and received April 7th). Presumably it had 
jus t missed a sa iling. and-was held for a later ship. 

(Fig . 4) 

Another type of "Dopo la Partenza" has the words all in one line, 
but in the sam e cursive lettering (Type TL-2 in Blomfield's study of 
postal marking fm: the Egypt Study Circle) . It appears to be known 
only on th e ea rly De La Rue's ( 1879 to 1884). All examp les I know are 
on paiTs, usually the 10 or 20 para. The length of the marking r equi res 
a pair to show it all, but that ha rdly seems to be sufficien t reason. Can 
any reader offer a convincing explanation of why it is always (?) struck 

- -on pairs? 



THE CENTENARY OF ROYAL PHILATELICAL 
SOCIETY, LONDON 

April l Oth , 1969 w as the date of the Cen tenary of th e oldest P h i­
la telic Society in the World and to celebrate this outstanding even t an 
Exhibition was staged in L ondon. The contributors w ere a ll me mbers 
or fellow s of the Society and their sheets constitu ted a small to l..: en dis­
play of stamps and posta l markings which were in use in the \Vorld prior 
to 1869. The Exhibition was outstanding, so much so tha t w e may never 
see i ts like again. 

Her Ma jesty The Queen honoured the E xhibition w ith a visit in 
which sbe show ed great interest in the exh ibi ts, in the Libra1·y and the 
Museum of the Society, of which she i ~ ,P atron . 

Egyptian Philately w as w ell represen ted by displays by four Collec­
tors and the fo llowing items were enjoyed and appreciated. It w ill be 
unders tood tha t , owing to the small amount of room availa ble, t his could 
only be a tol;: en d isplay , an d w hat it lost in size it made up for in 
quality. 

Madame Kuyas of Istanbul displayed stamps of the 1st Issu e of 
Egypt , amongst w hich w as a Cover carried from Alexandria to Cairo 
wi th 8--5 Pat'a adhesives of 1866 (2 stri ps of 4) , a n ewspapeer w rapper 
of "L a Trombetta" which bore a 5 P ara dated 21st October , 1866, a su­
perb left -hand bottom corner block of 6 of t he 10 Pa ra , and a mint pair 
of the sam e valu e imperforated betw een horizonta lly . Tl1e 20 Para value 
was well represented by a brillian t block of 4, t he blue being except ion­
ally in tense, and a pair imperforated . The larges t known block of 1 Pi<tst r e 
w as another outstanding piece - 53 copies of P erf . 13 in one la rge block. 
A righ t-hand top corner block of ·6 of the 2 Piastres value and also a 
b loc k of 4. Next was a fron t of a cover sen t to Alexandria which carried 
a block of 10 of the 5 P iastres of t he 1st Issu e, plus singles of the 5 
P ara , 20 Paras, 1 P iastre and 2 Piastres with the fram ed black c ::~ chet 

ASS ICURATE (I NSUR E D). 

:Ma dame Kuyas is to be congratu lated on her r eally remarkable 
display. 

Lt. Colonel J .R. Danson , in his token display, concentrated on the 
Ital ian and F rench Consu lar Offices in Egypt. A cover was displayed 
fro m the Italian Post Office in Egypt addressed to Livorno from Alcx-

• 



January- July 1S69 L'OR!ENT PHfLATELlQUE 203 

andria dated 19/ 6/ 1863 with a strip of 4--15 Oent adhesives and with 
th e PIROSCAFI POSTALI ITALIANE marking in b lue. Another lta­
lian cover el ated 25th August 1863 bearing 6-10 cent Sardinian stamps 
and also Post3 Europea marking which carried the cover from Cairo to 
Alexandria and it was then carried by British ship to Florence in Italy. 
Also a French Combination Cover with 3-1 Piastres of the 1st Issue 
of Egypt and 3-40 cents French adhesives. A display outstanding with 
its r eally superb material which pleased everybody who saw it. 

Mr. J .P . Steindler of Illinois, U.S.A. had 3 Su ez Canal Cove r-s on 
display , one dated 19th J uly, 1868, sent from Kantara to Port Said bear­
ing 4- 5 Cents green Suez Canal stamps which had been pen cancelled. 
Another cover elated 28th July, 1868 from Port Said to Kantara with a 
20 cen ts Suez Canal blue adhesive with French cancellation "5129" and 
the th ird cover from Port Said , via Ismailia to Alexandria elated 20th 
July, 1868 wi th :th e combination of 1 Piastre Egypt 2nd Issue with 20 
cents blu e Su ez Can3 l aclhesi e . The Suez Cana l stamp is cancelled by 
MSS, while tl1 e Egyptian stamp is cancell ed Ismailia by C.D.S. '20th 
July, 1868. 

In addi t ion there were shown 2 Russian adhesives of 1858 and 1866 
cancelled "785" in a truncated Rhombus of do ts (Alexandria ). \Vhat 
a feas t for sore eyes - t hank you, Mr. Steindler. 

Mr. J .H.E . Gilbert showed 3 covers which included an 1864 Cairo 
Crown ed Circle in red, an 1859 Crowned Circle in b lac k from Suez, and 
a lso an 1849 Cover fro m Alexandr ia to Great Brita in with the Egyptian 
Transit Company in black eval cachet. 

In the permanent display in the Royal Philatelic Society's Museum 
there are origina i black and white drawings of various watermarks . 
Amongst them are the single star and crescent (wide type) of Egypt and 
the triple star and crescent - marked "Soudan" which was only used 
for Egyptian stamps. "W atermark bits" in woven wire cloth include 
single star and crescent - also marked "Soudan" and "The Crown c:JVer 
Arabic F" as first used in the 1926 Issue of the 12th Agricultural Exhi­
bition. 

Several members of the Egypt Study Circle who lived in the United 
Kingdom visited and enjoyed the Exhibition and also two overseas mem­
bers were specially welcome, Mr. Ernest Kehr from New York and Mr . 
Lars A!uncl from Sweden . 

J. H. E. Gilbert 
London 



THE FIRST ISSUE OF EGYPT 1866 

VARIETIES AND CURIOSITIES 

BY 

Dr. Sava Michel Vestarkis 

Prof. Dr. P eter A.S. Smith wrote an exbaustive st udy on "P late 
!<' laws and R etoucbes of Egypt with comments of their cataloguing 
and pricing". This s tudy appeared in L'Ori en t Philateliau e No. 117 
pages 609 - 628, No. 118 pages 735 - 751 and No. 120 p3ges 120 - 121. 

Witb tb e aim of extending tbese s tudies, I show, on the following 
pages, varieties and curios ities on stamps of the firs t issue of Egypt 
wbich are in my own collec tion . 

· This additiona l stud);' has not been A~,~sy particularly for tbe 1 p. t. 
v alue bec3use Dr. P eter Smith based7'his study 'for thi s value on 
examining tl1ree quarters of th e complete proof sheet i. e. l 50 stamps 
out of 200. . . . tbe complete left hand side and the lower half of the 
rigbt side of the complete pane. Nevertheless , some nice flaws passed 
his clever observation . 

Some of tb e mentioned flaws are already known , some may not be 
so spectacular, but no doubt others are worth mentioning as major 
varieties in the future Zeheri ca ta logue. The decision on such opinion 
varies because it may sometimes fall under "De gustibus non est 
clisputandum" . 

Through th e aiel of t he photo-copies of the plate proofs of th e 
"First Issue of Egypf' which are kept in the library of th e Philatelic 
Society of Egypt, I was able to locate the va rious flaws described. Some 
items which w ere not found in these photo-copies. I temporarily 
considered th em as curiosities until other collectors may find s imilar 
items to prove that such variety happened sometime after successive 
printings and th en th ey can be considered as definite varieties . 

In locating the position of these varieties it is importan t to mention 
that although the "sheets· of ·all values' of th e First Iss 1:1 e contain 200 
stamps yet there is variance in their make-up. The 1 piastre is printed 
on the sheet in two horizontal panes of 100 stamps (10 X 10). These 
two pan es are placed side by side with a white space measuring about 
12 3/4 mm. between th em. In all other values i..e. 5 pa, 10 pa , 20 pa , 
2. pi , 5 pi and 10 pi, the printed pane is intact i. e. 20 X 10 stamps 
with~·ut any separation. Consequently the position of each variety w ill 
be mentioned as No. 1-200 for all .values with the exception of tlv" 
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1 p. t. where th e position will be m entioned as No. 1-100 left pane 
and No. 1-100 right pane. In this procedure I followed Dr. Peter 
Smith because it seems to me more accura te, although it differs from 
that adopted by Robson Low sale's catalogu e of Egy pt (') where the 
position of flaws on the 1 p.t. is described from 1-200. 

Some additional details in description are inevitable in order to 
iden tify proper iy the pos ition of semi-similar flaws e.g . "PE joined". 
"brok en frame" etc. 

I - 5 PARAS 

J, - 1) Photo No . 1 position 172 shows that the smooth conti­
nuous attachmen t between ~ (Saclcl) and .J (RE) of the left word 
.. , -- "'· (l\!Iasriya) is interrupted by a small protuberance . There •is also 
a small clo t above 1 (A lef) of t he lower word , ~ ' J (Para h ). The st<1mp 
is perforated 12.5 I 12.5 I 13 I 12.5. 

Ph . l Ph. 2 

I. - 2) P hoto No. 2 shows the last left character o (He) of t he 
lower 'word •.Jl! to be tota lly fil led with colour i.e. there is no v,·hite 
space in th e circle. This variety appears in about 6 positions . The 
illustrated stamp may be position 140 clue to the presence of a small 
coloured dot in the margin outer of t he midd le left fram e. It shows a 
nice cu riosity as there is a clot above the cen tra l word ..r.a.. (Masr) and 
thus changes the pronounciation of the word from Masr to l'viC~d r. 

This clot is not found on the . proof sheet. Tl1e stamp ·· is perforated 
12.5 I 13. 
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I. - 3) Photo No . 3 depicts an in ter esting curiosity where there 
is a smal l circle attached to t he outer left side of the last left character 

o (He l of the upper word ''~ -· : (Postah) . Tl1e stamp is appar ently 
imperforated r ight side but perforated 13 bottom i.e . 12.5 I imperf. I 
13 1 12.5. 

Ph. 3 Ph . 4 

11 - 10 PARAS 

11. - 1) Photo No . 4 posit ion 21 shows the .J (Re) of th e 
m iddle word .f"'-A to be broken in its lower tu rn. The _; (Ghe) of the 
rigllt ·word c.S1;..c- (Tamghai) is not attached to the next character 1 

(Alefl due to a break . The perforation is 13 j 12.5 1 12.5 I 12.5. 

( N.B. On the photo-proof, the?·e is a faint attachment and no cloubt 
th?'O'ugh wear, this slight attachment has been lost). 

II . - 2) Photo No . 5 pos ition 166 has two breaches in the 
horizonta l stroke joining ,4 (Meem) and (Sadd) of the middle 
word .f"'-· The loup of ..., of the same word is also broken in its lower 
oL"ter right sid e. The ,4 (Meem) of the lef t word •: .;-""-• is defected 
and not attacl1 ed to lette r ..., ( Sadd) next. 

Tl1e perforation is 12 .5 I 12.5 I 13 I 12 .5. 

(N.B. The w hite patch oblite?·ating R A of PARA in the 1ippe?· 
ri&1ht corner is not p1·esent on t he photo-proof). 

II. - 3) Photo No. 6 position 176 shows a breach in the lowe1· 
left loup of _, (Sadd) of the word .,./' ... and thus simulates ~ (Ha) .. 
This variety appears also in positions 142 and 145 on the photo ~)roof . 

It is interesting that my stamp bears t he c.ds. of Costant inopoli . 
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Ph. 5 Ph. 6 

Ill - 20 PARAS 

IIl . - 1) Photo No. 7 position 140 shows a m ajor va riety . The 
two numerals " 2 " and " 0 " in the lower left corner are attached 
togeth er clue to t he presence of a large white patch which joins their 
upper s ides . This fl aw is n ever r epeated on th e sh eet. The perfor :t tion 
is 12.5 1 13. 

Ph. 7 Ph. 8 

Ill. - 2) Photo No. 8 posit ion 11 show s a whi te coloration below 
and to the left of th e lower righ t circle containing "PARA", below 
an d to the 1eft of " A ". 

Ill . - 3) P h oto No . 9 position 46 sh ow s just a sm all clot :eft 
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inste3d of the inverted comma which is placed above ar}d to th e left 
of t he upper word •:-.>; i.e. tail missirig of the inverted co.mma. In 
addi tion there is a brea k in the middle of th e last serpent - like 
character ": ( Yeh) of ., f"'". 

N .B. The inverted comma vvith t race or without tail exists on "nany 
stamps of the 3rd and 8th. rows 

Ph. 9 !'h. 10 

iV - 1 PIASTRE 

lV.- I) Th e ·' PE" Jo ined. 

This variety was included in lot 271 of Byam·s sa ie C) . In Zcheri 
Catalogue (1967 ) a small hint about i t is given (No. 3 page 31 line : 1). 

There are about 15 variants for t his attachmen t in th e complete 
sheet of 200 stamps. They could be differentiated by : (a) position of 
PE either in the top left or lower right corner of the stamp (b) the 
shape of t he a ttachment or its clari ty (c) other peculiarities in t he 
des ign or overprint of each stamp . All these h elp to locate each position. 

I V - 1. a) Photo 10 position 57 left pane, PE in the upper left 
corner is largely joined (perhaps the most prominent attachmen t on 
the sheet). The termina l left side of the lower fra me is missing a bout 
:l mm. 

IV - 1. b) Photo 11 position 60 Left pane, PE in the lower 
r igh t corn er is attached, The uppermost 2 mms. of the left frame ar e 
miss ing . 

IV 1. c) Photo 12 posttton 5 Ri gh t pane; in the upper !eft 
corner, PE is slightly joined. The _. (Re) of t he lower word u;; .J .J"-
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(Ghoroush ) ex tends to the middle turning of its n eighbou r J (Waw) 
form ing a sm all protuberance. 

\The p erforation is 13 j 12.5. 

Ph. ll Ph. 12 

IV - 1. cl) Pho to 13 probably position 82 left pane, "PE" in the 1ower 
left corner is joined. In addition the ,.. of 4' ..r"'• is defected and thus 
changed to 0 i.e. the ":' . .r"'i (victorious) variety. (For this 4!. .r"'-; variety 
see additional s tudy under paragraph IV-5 page 211. 

IV. - 2) The broken "1" 

This variety w as mentioned both in Byam's Sale ( ' ) (Lot 266 and 
268) , and Cotta 's Sale ('') (Lot 123). 

Ph. 13 Ph. 14 
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P hoto No. 14 position 89 Left pane shows this variety where the 
"1" in the upper righ t corner is broken in its fron t du e to invaded 
colour . There is also a small nick in the upper horizontal strike of ;:. 
(Ghe) of the lower word .;J~ 

IV. - 3) The shcwed "-! ..r"'-' 

P hoto No. 15 position 51 r igh t pan e shows tha t the word ·~~ 
has been shaved along all . the upper letters i.e. th e ou termost side 
in the left horizon ta l overprint. 

(N .B . T w o similaT shav ed v a1·ieties but on ...;. .JJ we1·e m ention·ed 
by D1·. Pet eT Smith , see L 'O.P . No . 118 page 741 Fig . 33 ancl 3:1 ) . 

An interesting addi tional variety in the same stamp is that two 
pearls a re missing in the lower left side of the encircling design. Th is 
is very well seen in my stari1p because th e overprint ..; J../- is misplaced 
to the righ t whereas in the photo proof of the P h ilatelic Society of 
Egypt these two missing pear ls cannot be seen to advan tage as they 
are masked by the overprint 

I V . - 4) The b1·oken OT missecL frame. 

There are some broken frames in addit ion to that men tioned in 
.Zeheri Catalogue (page 28 No. 4 d which is position 37 left pan e and 
w hich features also in Cotta sale 2

). 

Ph. 15 Ph . 16 

IV - 4 .. a) Photo 16 posit ion 51 left shows ~ <f ~break about 1. mm. 
in length in the upper 1/3 of the oute_r ~igl)_tJram.e . T,J:e re is also a 
small n ick in the middle ta il of 0 (Ye) · in 0 t;..( . The stamp is unused 
and perforated 12.5 I 13. 
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I V - 4. b) Photo 17 position 65 left pane shows a similar break. 
For differentiation the outer 3rd pearl, in the upper right corner 
encircling ''1' ' and at its outer foot , is white because it is devoid of 
the small coloured semi-circle inside. Letter "P " in the lower right 
side is attached at its top with the vertical white line n ext to it. 

Ph. !7 Ph. 18 

IV - 4. c) Photo 18 position 91 left pan e: tbe lower 2/5 of the 
outer left fram e is distorted and missing perticulerly in the lower 1/5. 
The head of "P" ' in th e lower right corner is almost wbite and is 
attached in its extreme top with its neighbour vertical line, thus resem­
bling two legs. 

An additional and perhaps more interesting flaw in the same 
stamp is th at the horizonta l lower bar of ;:. in ,) .JJ- is broken near its 
terminal end, thus leaving a dot which being placed above J. (Ber) 
changes the pronounciation of this last word to .i: (Bez). The stamp is 
perforated 12.5 I 13. 

N .B. FaT additional missed fmnws see IV- 1. a) photo 10 and 
IV -1. b) photo 11. 

IV - 5) The ""-~ · (victoTious) v a1·iety . 

Zeheri catalogue (1967) mentions on page 31 t his variety and 
gives a photo . 

Consulting the photo proof sheet, it is eviden t that No. 1 left pane 
shows clearly this variety. 

However th is variety may be formed through wear of the already 
deformed "' of 4~J""· in some stamps i.e. when the circle of .., is not 
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quite intact, its upper portion is detached and thus forms a dot which 
combined with the lower semi-circle left simulates the character L> 

(N). To prove my assumption I show t l1 e following different stamps. 

IV ·- 5 . a) Photo 19 position 2 left pane shows thi s •: _,...,; variety . 
There is also a break in the middle termina l turing of <> (Ye) of 
<.Sl;~· and another similar break in '- ~ of ,) ;..); . The stamp is perforated 
13 I 12.5 I 13 I 13. 

Ph. 19 Ph. 20 

IV - 5. b) Photo 20 shows another •:_rUVariety. This stamp differs 
from both IV-5. a and No. 1 left pane. It is on en tire and I was unable 
to locate its position. 

N .B. Thoto 13 mentioned bej01·e u.ncler IV-1. d page 209 shows a 
third similar var-iety. 

Ph. 21 Ph . 22 
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IV. - 6)_ Photo 21 position 29 right pane shows the lower dot of 
-; in 4:.-_,! as a geometrical fain t aquare i.e. it is not a solid dot as ll suaL 
In addition the ~ of -sl,;; is cut horizontally along a il its upper curve. 

IV. - 7) Photo 22 shows the lower horizonted bar of E in the 
lower right corn er to be ob literated by coloration and thus resembles 
"F" . I believe it is a curiosity. It is interesting tha t the stamp beJrs 
the c.cLs . of Gedda . 

Ph_ 23 Ph_ 24 

V - 2 PIASTRES 

V_ - 1) Photo No _ 23 position 19 shows the following: 
There is a break in _) (R e) of the cen tra l word _;-.a.. . Another 

larger break in _; (Re) of the left word 4' .;-""• , a lso the first character 
-" of the same word is sligh tly misshaped in its lower part. 

My stamp may be a rari ty if we take in to consideration that this 
variety is never repeated on the sheet and th e perforation is 12.5 I 15. 

V_ - 2) Photo No. 24 position 39 shows two fl aws in the left 
word 4_~ J'...,. : (a) the upper turn of -" is defected, (b) instead of two 
dots under : (Ye) there is on ly a trace of the upper one. The 
stamp is badly misplaced and perforated 13 I 13 I 12.5 1 12.,5. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1) Dr. William Byam Collection Egypt sold by Robson Low Ltd. , 
London on 24th and 25th October 1961. 

ONE P IASTRE 

Lot 266 A fine strip of early printings with full original gum 
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(86-90), one stamp sl ightly thinned and damaged by heavy 
mountaing, one shows the broken "1" (5 stamps). 

Lot 268 A strip of late printings from t he left pane (88 - 90) with 
gutter margin at r:ight and one showing the broken "1" mint but 
heavily mounted and centred to upper right (3 stamps). 

Lot 271 Varieties no stop after "P" and "PE" joined, both with 
original gum but slightly soiled. (2 stamps) . 

2) Charles Cotta Co llection of Egypt sold by Robson Low Ltd., 
London on 27th J anuary 1965. 

Lot 123 5 pa. grey (99) broken frame at left, unused and used, 20 pa . 
blue (141 ) part of overprint missing at top, unused, another unused 
perf 13 one side, and a u ed copy with a misplaced overprint, and 1 pi 
mauve used (8 stamps) includ ing (23) with distorted figure "1", (67) 
witl1 broken fram e (2 stamps), (169) with broken frame (2 stamps), 
(196) witl1 broken letter (2 stamps) and anotl1er w ith a frame break; 
a good lot of varietes. ( 13 stamps). 

Nothe by the authoL 

Concerning the~ varieties of 1 p.t. included in Lot 123 the following 
w·e additional notes: 

No. 23 with distorted figure "1" is No. 13 on the left pane. It 
was termed by Dr. Pete-r Smith as the "tuinged" "1" (L' O.P. No. 118 
page 739 Fig. 29). 

No. 67 is positioru 37 left pane (Zehe1·i No. 4 d). 

No. 169 with bTolcen fmm.e. This is No. 89 left pan·e and desc'ribed 
by me unde1· IV. 2 page 209.ln Robson Low catalog·u,e the1·e was a typing 
erTo?· in descTibing this stamp as it is actually the b1·oken "1" ancl not 
the bTolcen frame. 

No. 196 is position 96 1·ight pane whe1·e the fiTSt left uppe1· hook 
of J (Be) of .; Berr of the bottom. wo1·d i s missing. (.;ee L 'O.P. No. 
118 page 738 Fig. · 25 the 6th stamp of the lower row.). 
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NOT .E 

I n the article about imperforate v ariet ies of Egypt in the July­
Octobe?· issue of L 'O.P. No . 120 for 1968, the illustmtion of Fig. 7 on 
page 136 was unfO?·tun·ately trimmecl by the printer in such a w ay that 
the nw?·gins of the stamp clicl not show. Th e stwnp is actually on a small 
piece of the original cover. A complete illustration is now shown here. 

S,ince that a?·ticle was written, 1 hav e seen an e.wmple of the 10 
pam 1874 impe?-j'orate with lCL?·ge mw·gins . This va?·iety is not listecl in 
Zehe?·i or in Scott , but is listecl in Gibbons with a p?·ice of only 45/ - The 
e:ui?nple I have seen nwasu?·es 27,5 x 21,5 mm., which is convincinaly 
hu·ge , it is us eel at A lexanclria. 

Peter Smith 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POSTE 

GRAND CHOIX DE TIMBRES-POSTE 
DU MONDE ENTIER 

EXEC TION DC :.!fANCO-LISTES 

4, Rue Emad El- Oine - Le· Caire 



:Eg}?pt ::: uhe .·':'>IF u.rown @\?erprints 
By A.S. Mackenz ie Low, F.R.P.S.L. , and Dr. W. Byam, O.B.E., F.R.P.S .L . 
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Fig . 7 

Values and Cont1·o l Numbers known with the Crushed Crown. 

1 milL-Control A. 23. 
2 milL-Control B. 21. 
4 milL-Control B. 21-B. 23. 
5 milL-Control B. 23 

10 milL-Control B. 23. 

Fourth Transfer (Substi tuted Transje?) - Ston e D. 

Upper Pane-unknown. 

Lower Pane-

One Matrix transfer One matrix transfer 
One Matrix transfer One matrix transfer 

1 2 3 1§ 2§ 
One matrix transfer 6 7 8 6~ 7§ 

11 12 13 11§ 12§ 
6 7 8 9 10 1 •:•2 *4 *5 15 

Transfer of row two of matr ix . 

( 1) J\ eprinted from L'Orient Philatel1ique, No. 26 & 27. 
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The six impressions in the § spaces together constitu te a substituted 
tra nsfer of the two left-hand columns of the matrix. Ther e are th ree 
undoubted cr eased transfers in the bottom row, indi c::1ted by ''' in the 
diagram . These, and a lso th e righ t-hand bottom unit, are possibly 
s ubstitu ted transfers , as type 3 of the mJ trix seLing is mi ssing. 

I. LITHOGRAPHED.-Thircl Sett ing. One transfer. 

Matrix setting of 15 types, recognised as follows :-

The left band character of the top line of overprint sh ows a 
projecti on to the right of the uprigh t limb on type 6 only. The clots over 
this chara cter do not touch on any type (see Fig. 8). 

The one s tone carried two hundred subj ects arranged for two 
panes of stamps. 

One transje1· - Stone A. 

Both pan es of 100 are overprinted as follows 

-
One matrix transfer 
One m atrix tt·an sfer 
One matrix t ransfer 

6 7 8 9 10 

T ransfer of row two 
of matrix . 

I 
I 

One matrix t ransfer 
One matrix transfer 
On e matrix transfer 

1 2 3 4 0 

TLwsfer of row one 
of matr~x . 

The setting of both panes 1s iden tical, but a constan t fl aw on the 
upper pane suggests that th ey were overprin ted together from a single 
stone (on t he first stamp of the second row there is only one clo t over 
the left-hand character in the top line of overprint). Ther e is a sheet of 
two panes in the Byam collection. 

Values lcn·own with the dot omitted. 
1, 2, 5, 10 and 15 (S.G. 142) mill. 

II. TYPOGRAPHED. 

A. Stereotyped : 

(a) Small Crown 

(I) Ster eotyped singly : (i) full sheets (Type 2a) 

Typographed from formes composed of 100 loose cliches prepared 
by r epetition of four single stereos struck from loose type. Tl1 e cliches 
were arranged haphazard in the form e. Only part sheets known . 
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The jouT steTeos (Pig. 9) are Tecognised as follows :-

Stereo 1. Character 1 has a proj ection to the r ight from the upper 
extremity. 

Stereo 2. Character 1 is long and curved in at the foot. Char3cter 
13 has a cross bar. 

• _; ~ · ~ ~ ,. ~ . ~ ~ 'lfi:i ~ 
,# ' j~,o j~,o j~,o l. ,o ; · ,o " . " . ' <) ·t,J ..... ..5) ' ) ) . ' < ) ' .5 ) 

/)J ._,.., lJ-) .I ....... /)J.J ..... ..) lJ-) / ._ .... .. ~ .· ~ ~ .· ,,.,_ .· ~ .· ~ 

~; ·~ ~ ~r e:> ~ ~ .. !? ;;$ v . .~ 
'0 

~#~0 ;#:, !#Q ;·#, ! ~ -..'0 ">" 

·;;. ~ ... s:::' )' " ·;.; ..... )) ' ) ) ;.; ........ 5) ·' ~- .f~· ~ ::-' .. ..) . ,"" · ::-
' 

lffi~ lj_; dffi~ "; ll_j)_ 
-# 1.#:, ~ ,a ,, ,, l. ,o l ,o .. f. j ~ ( ~ ·;; , .)~ 
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F ig. g Fig. II 
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Ster eo 3. Character 2 .has a coarse projection from the upper ex­
tremity to the righ t. 

Cha racter 4 is much shorter than on the other stereos. The 1 in 
1922 is only half the length ot the 1 in t he other stereos . 

Stc1·eo 4. Character 1 is a straigh t stroke as on stereo 3, but longer. 

Diagm m showing a?Tangement of the ste1·eos taken f1 ·om two lm·ge 
blocks in the Mackenzie L ow collection. Both blocks m·e f1'0m the 
lower pane . 

4 2 2 ~ 1 2 -:r 

4 1 2 
,, 

2 4 0 

1 :2 2 4 4 4 
1 ' ) 2 :2 

. ., 
4 0 

3 1 4 1 
..., 
0 2 

4 4 :2 2 1 2 :2 2 2 

2 2 1 2 4 3 4 2 1 4 
4 3 3 1 4 ' ) 1 4 4 4 
1 2 3 2 4 4 2 :2 4 1 
3 4 2 1 2 2 1 4 4 4 

Fig. 10 

Constant flaw on stereo 4; both dots omitted above cl1aracter 13. 
Position unknown-probably stam p No. 56. 

A . STEREOTYPED: (a) Smal i Crown. 

( 1) Stereo typed singly ii-booklets 

(Type IIb ) . 

Tl1c five milliemes was the only value issued in this form . The book­
le ts contained twenty-four stamps, six stamps to each page (issued on 
14th April, 1923) . 

The overprint was prepar ed from two of the single cliches used for 
t he full sheets (Type IIaL Stereos Nos. 2 and 4 w er e selected and placed 
in that order, one, above the other. A printing plate of six impress~ons 
was prepared by r epeating the original pa ir of stereos three times. 

Fig. 11 

Booklet sub-types cn·e 1·ecognised as follows : 

1. Cross bar on character 13. Square projection from beneath char­
acter. 4. 

2. Cross .bar on character 13. Broken limb of er scent on top of crown. 
3. Cross bar on character 13. 



220 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE ianuary-)uly le69 

4. No cross bar on character 13. Character 3 is brocken at base. 
5. No cross bar on character 13. 1 of 1922 broken and twisted to join 9. 
6. No cross bar on character 13. 

A. STEREOTYPED: (a) Small Crown . 

(b) Stereotyped in groups (Type IIc) . 

One setting of four. 

Fig . 12 

The fom· stereos are recognised as follows : 

1. Character 10 shows only a minute projection below the horizontal 
line. 

2. Character 1 has a pointed top. The flag of th e second Arabic figure 
2 is broken. 

3. Character 1 is dropped and reacl1 es below the projecting angle of 
the next charac te r. 

4. Character 1 has a projection to th e righ t at th e top. Character 7 is 
[ hort as in Stereo 1. 

A. STEREOTYPED: (b ) Large Crown (Type III). Ste1·eotyped in 
groups. 

(i) Setting of 12. 

Tl1e 12 Stereo svb-types can be dist inguish ed as follow s (see Fig . 4): 

1. The dots be:ow charac ter 12 are joined. 
2. The dots over charac te r 13 are widely eparated . 
3. Character 13 has a very short limb. 
4. Cha racter 1 is short and thick. 
5. Similar to Stereo 1, but the dots below character 12 do not touch. 
6. Th e 1 in 15 is long and thi ck. 
7. Tl1e first Arabic 2 bas the flag pointing downwards. 
t:\. Character 1 is short and thick in the centre . 
9. Character 1 is long and dropped. The 1 in 15 is long. 

10. Character 1 is long and straight. The 1 in 15 is long and extends 
below the 5. 

11. Character 1 is long and curved. 
12. Character 2 has a projection at the top. 

COMPOSITION OF THE FORl\l E 

The left hand side of each pane is made up of groups of six, compos­
ed of half settings of twelve (left or right hal f), the remaining portion 
being composed of groups of twelve, i. e. the complete setting. The ar-
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rangemen t of the stereos in the bottom row appears to have been m::~de 

more or less hap hazard. 

Upper pane. 

1 2 Setting 
5 6 !' 

0 1 

9 10 twelve 
3 4 
7 8 C.o . 

11 12 
3 4 
7 8 do . 

11 12 
10 11 12 9 1 ') 

Lower pane . 

3 4 Setting 
7 8 of 

11 12 t we:Ye 
3 4 
7 8 do. 

11 12 
3 4 

7 8 do. 
11 12 
3 4 9 10 11 12 

A . STE REOTYPED: (b) L arge Crown 
(Type II I) . 

Ster eotyped in groups . 

Sett ing 
of 

t\velYe 

do. 

do . 

.-, 
0 G 

Setting 
o.f 

twe:ve 

do. 

do. 

;_; 6 

(ii ) Setting of six (three formes, see F ig . 4) . 

7 8 

7 8 

This is not a fresh sett ing, bu t t he u ti lisation of the two central 
columns of the setting of tw elve as a group of six ster eos . These g roups 
w ere arranged to complete the forme w ith the exception of the bottom 
row. It would appear that there was more than one form of the over ­
prin t , as the arrangemen t of the ster eos in the bottom row diffe rs on cor­
r esponding panes. The different formes ca n be recognised as fol lows 
(the ster eos r eta ining the n u mbers allotted to them in the setting of 
tw elve, i .e. Nos. 2, 3, 6, 7, 10 and 11 ) : 
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Forme (a) Upper pane-Stereos 6, 7, 6, 7, 6, 7, 2, 3, 6, 7. 
LoWer pane-Stereos 10, 11, 2, 3, 2, 3, 6, 7, 6,· 7. 
Forme (b) Upper pane-Ster eos 2, 3, 10, 11 , 2, 3, 2, 3, 10, 11. 
Lower pan e-Stereos 6, 7, 6, 7, 6, 7, 2, 3, 2, 3. 
Forme (c) Upper pane-Unknown. 
Lower pane-Unknown. 

There is a block of nineteen (5 mill. ) in the Mackenzie Low collec­
tion, showing complete setting of 6 at the bottom of the pane. The top 
row of this pane was probably made up from isolated pairs. 

B. ELECTROTYPED: London overprint (Type IV). (see Fig. 5). 

One setting . 

Typographecl by Harr ison and Sons, London. Setting unknown. 
The p erfection of th e work prevents a r ecognition of the steps by ·which 
the overprint was produced. 

POSTAGE DUE STAMPS 

The overprint as seen on t he smaller stamps was applied to t he cur­
r en t Postage Due stamps, viz 2 mill. scarlet, 4 mill. green and 10 mill. 
la ke (Harrison printing) , and 2 piastres orang~ (De la Ru e Printing). 

The panes of stamps wet·e p u t to press s ideways. In consequence 
t he overprint normally appears inverted, i.e. t he crown in th e bottom left 
band corner , th e inscription above and to the righ t. The 2 p iastres value 
was overprin ted thus, and also the reverse way, giving th e scarcer up­
right overprint variety. 

The overprin t may be classified as follows : 

Lithographed (Type 1 ) . 

Two settings. 

S cone! setting of t he small postage stamvs-Stone A, B. 
Third setting of the small postage stamps-Ston e A. 
Of th ese t he second setting, first transfer, ston e A is found on t he 2, 

4 and 10 milliem es . 
The second setting, second transfer, ston e B is found on t he 

2 piastres . 
The third setting. first transfer, stone A, is found on th e 2, 4 and 

10 milliemes . 
Tl1 e s ide m argins of t lw panes of t he 2 piastres valu e show a por tion 

of th e overprint. This is du e to the panes con ta ining only sixty sta mps, 
10 X 6, instead of 100 (10 X 10), as in th e postage stamps, and the other 
postage dues . 
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Diagram of 'upper portion of pane of 2 P.T. 

' ~ I 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 ·;n 
;.., 9 10 6 7 8 9 10 ro s 14 15 11 12 13 14 15 

PART II. 

THE LARGE STAMPS. 

The overprint applied to the large stamps is of the same dimensions 
as that on the smaller stamps, but to centre the overprint correctly on 
t he stamps a wider spacing had to be adopted. 

Classification. 

I. LITHOGRAPHED (Type I ) . 

Two settings ; two stones, A and B. 
Overprint applied in Cairo to :- 20, 50 and 100 mill. Harrison's 

printing. 100 and 200 mill. De la Rue printing. Issued lOth October 
1922. 

II. TYPOGRAPHED (Type IV). 

Overprint applied in London to 20 and 50 mill. only. Issued J ·uly, 
192:~ . 

The Lithogmphecl v alu es. 

In the Byam collection there is an entire upper pane of lOO of the 
20 mill. The only other entire pane known to us is of the 200 mill. val u e. 

We are happy to publish two letters addressed to M. Mackenzie Low 
by Messers. Hanison ancl Sons, Ltd. , esta blishing the num.bers over­
printed by then'" and informing him that they dicl not 'Use the lithogm­
phic process in so doing. This definitely determines all the lithogmphic 
Crown overprints as Egyptian . 

R e£. : EFO / PMR. 

HARRISON & SONS, LIM ITED 

London & Hayes (Middx. ) 

44, 45, 46 , & 47, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 
LONDON, W.C. 2. 

13th March, 1930. 
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A.S. Mack enzie Low., Esq., 
Dorset Cottage, 

Hastings Road, 
Bexhill-on-Sea . 

Dear Sir , 

Re Egyptian Posta,ge Stamps 

january- July lS63 

\ li.Te are in receipt of your letter of the 11th inst. , and in reply to the 
first portion wou ld state that th e overprinting of the above was execu ted 
by typograpl1y and not by l ithography . 

In regard to the second portion of your le tter, as the information 
.enquired for r egarding the differ ent values overprinted will r equire t he 
look ing up of our records, we will forward the information to you in the 
course of a few clays. 

\ li.Te are . 

Yours faithfu ;ly, 
pp. HARRISON & SONS, LTD. 

E.F.O. 

HARRISON & SONS, LIMITED 

London & Hayes (Middx.) 

Ref. : EFO j PMR. 

44, 45, 46 , & 47, ST. MARTI N' S LANE, 
LONDON, W.C. 2. 

19th March, 1930. 

A.S . Mackenzie Low, Esq., 
Dorset Cottage, 

Hast ings Road, 
Bexhi 11-on-Sea. 

Dear Sir, 

Re Egyptian Postage Stamps 

R eferring to your letter of t he 11th inst ., we now have pleasure in 
giving you the followin g pa r ticulars of stampsoverprintecl by us in black. 
and sh ipped to Egypt Ja1i:u ary to ':March 1923 

1 Mil. 2,500 Sheets, 200 set. 
5 34,401 

10 5,000 
15 8,302 
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20 " 
50 " 

4,500 
5,000 

Yours faithfully , 

L'ORIENT PHILATEUQU2' 

100 " 
100 

pp. HARRISON & SONS, LTD . 
E.F.O. 

Typ e I. Fi1·st setting. 

225 

It would appear that ten transfers were ta ken from the various types 
of the Lithographed second matrix setting described in Par t I , and laid 
down as a ver tical column of ten impressions of the overprint to form 
a new matrix stone. Ten transfers from this matrix stone were then 
laid down side by side to form the printing stone of 100 overprints. 
starting from the right side of the printing stone or the left side of 
the sheet. 

Tl1e matrix stone is made up in the followi ng order, from types of 
the small s tamp setting :-

Types :- 5, 14, 15, 11 , 9, 12, 13, 1, 2, 2 in ver tical column. 

Diagmm of 11ppe1· pane 
in the Byam Collection . 

5 5 5 5 5 5 5 14* 14* 14* 
14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 15''' 15* 
15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 
11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 

9 9 9 9 10* 9 9 4* 9 9 
12 12 12 12 13''' 13* 13* 13* 13':' 13* 
13 13 13 13 13 1* 1* 1* 1* 1':' 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2* 2''' 2':' 

2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 10* 10''' 

The numbers indicate the types of the second setting, as seen ori 

the small stamps. Twenty-three substitu ted transfers occur on the 
prin ting stone, as indicated by asterisks·. 

This setting has been recognised in the foll owing values :- 20, 50, 
100 (mult.) and 200. 

Typ e I. Second Setting. 

There is evidence of a second setting as blocks which we possess 
show a different overprint from that found on the sheet of the 20 mill. 
described as the first setting. 
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\Ve have so far been unable to make out the setting, but the 
overprin t shows many of the characteristics of the third setting on the 
small stamps, e.g. (i) The first alif is short and straighter than in the 
first setting; 

( i i) The dots in connection with the last character of the top line 
are round and separate. This sett ing has been found on all the values 
of the large stamps. 

Typographed (Type IV) 

The overprint, with the exception of the spacing, is identical with 
that on the small stamps printed in London. 

CONTROLS 

Lithographed Type I. 

1 millieme A. :22 - A . 23. 
2 B. 21 - B . 22. 
3 A . 21. 
4 B. 21 - B. 23. 
5 B. 22 - B. 23. 

15 
,. S.G. 149 B. 22. 

15 
. , 

S.G . 150 A. 21. 
20 No control as margins 
50 torn off. 

100 " Do . 

100 " single wmk. Dll . 

200 " 1 

Stereotyped Singly Type II. 

1 millieme Not known 
4 " Not known 

10 B. 23 . 
15 

., 
S.G. 150 A . 21. 

Stereotyped in Groups Type II a. 

1 mill ieme 
2 
3 
4 
5 

A . 20 - A. 22 - A. 23. 
B. 21 - B. 23 . 
A. 21. 
B. 21. 
B. 21 - B . 22 - B. 23 . 
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Stereotyped in Groups : 

L arge Crown, Type III. 

1 m illieme A . 20 - A . 22 - A. 23. 
2 B. 21 - B. 23. 
3 A . 21. 
4 B. 23. 
5 

10 
15 
15 

" 

" S.G. 149 
" S.G. 150 

B. 21. 
B. 23. 
B. 22 . 
A . 21. 

E lectrotyped: Lon don. Type IV. 

1 mi:lieme A . 23. 
1 (red) A . 23. 
5 B. 23. 

10 B. ' )'l 
- 0 . 

15 
,. 

S.G. 149 B. ?'J 
- '-' · 

15 (red) B. 23 . 
20 A . 23. 
50 A . •)·'> 

- 0. 

Lithographed : Postage due. 

2 millicmes 
4 

10 " 

1 mill . Type 

1 

20 " " 
:zo ,. 

50 " 
50 

.. 

lOO ., 

:zoo .. 

I 

II 

I 
IV 
I 
IV 

I 
I 

B. 22 - B. 23. 
B. 23. 
B. 23. 

ERRORS. 

Overprint Inverted . 

(1st. transfer) 
Known 1 sheet. 

34 unused; 
2 used (P. 
lVI. Cairo) . 

5 l lTIUSed . 

3 used . 
12 unsed. 
15 copies 

all unu sed. 
5 unused. 
3 used -

P .M. Man­
sura , 8th. 
Oct., 1924. 

227 
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Overprint Double. 

1 mill. Type Ill known 30 all unused 
20 " " I (1st. t ransfer ) " 5 unused 

100 " I " 100 

Number of Stamps Overprinted 

The Bul letin of the l\!Iaison Champion gives the fo llowing quanW.if:'s 
of the 1922 crown overprint series printed in Cairo :-

1 millieme 3,000,000 
2 2,400 .000 
3 2,400,000 
4 2,400,000 
5 o,OO O,OOO 

10 " 1,000,000 
15 " S .G . 149 600,000 
15 ., S .G. 150 800,000 

20 " 300,000 
50 " 250,000 

lOO " 100,000 
lOO " single wmk. 2,000 
:200 23,000 

Postage Due. 

2 piastre, overprint inverted, 2600 . 
2 piastre, overprint upright, 8000 . 

MICHEL NICOLAIZOS 
Negociant en Timbres-Poste 

22, Boulevard Saad Zaghloul - Alexandrie - R.A.U. 

R.C.A. 36569 S.E.P. 907 

ACHAT - VENTE - ECHANGE 



NEW ISSUES 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS 

75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH 
OF AL Y MOUBARAK 

Date of issue : Nov, 9, 1968. 

Denomination : 20 mills. 
Design Effigy of Aly Moubarak. 

Dimension 25.40 X 42.27 mm. 

Perforation 11 ,5 . 

Sheet 50 stamps (10 X 5). 

Watermark Mutiple Eagle. 
Printing Rotogravure "Postal Orga-

nisation Printing House " 

Control No. Date of issue and serial 
number. 

Quantity 2,000,000 stamps. 

Aly Moubarak was born in 1823 at 
Birimbal, a village in Dakahlia province, 

and died in 1893. 

After the preliminary education, he en­
rolled in Kasr-el-Eini school and then 
completed his education at the engineer­
ing school. 

Afterwards, he was sent to Paris among 
an educational mission and on his return 
was employed as headmaster of the first 
primary school in Khartum. 

The Khe d ive Ismail chose h im as di­
rector of education, he was . considered 
the founder of the modern education 
systems in Eg ypt and was called "Father 
of modern Eg yptian education" . 

NOUVEAUTES 
TIMBRES COMMEMORA TIFS 

75eme ANNIVERSAIRE DU DECES 
D'ALI MOUBARAK 

Date d'emission: 9 Novembre 1968. 

Valeur 2.0 mills. 
Dessin Effigie d'Aly Moubarak. 
Fo~mat 25.40 X 42,27 mm. 
Dentelum 11,5. 
Feuille 50 timbres (10 X 5). 
Filigran& 
Impression 

A1gle repete. 
Rotogravure par "les 
IrEprimeries de l'Orga-
nisme des Pastes". 

No. de contr6le . Date d'impression et 

Tirage 
r:umero d.'ordre. 

2.000.000 de timbres. 

Ne en 1823 au village de Birimbal a 
la province de Dakahlia, Ali Moubarak 
mourut en 1893. 

Apres avoir !ermine ses etudes primai­
res, il s'affilia d'abord a !'Ecole de Kasr 
El Eini puis a l'Ecole polytechnique. 

11 partit pour Paris pour une mission 
d.'etude. A son retour, il assuma les lone­
lions de directeur de la !ere ecole pri­
maire de Khartoum. 

Le Khedive lsmail le choisit pour la 
direction de l'enseignement. Considere 
comme le fondateur des nouveau x syste­
mes d'enseignement en Egypte, Ali Mou­
barak publia certains ouvrag es a ce su­
jet. 11 est nomme "le pere de l'enseig ne­
ment e g yptien moderne" . 
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WORLD CffiLDHOOD DAY 

Date of issue : Dec. !I, 1968 

Denominations: 20 + 10 m & 20 + ]I] m. 

Desi g n 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

Some children and the 
emblem of the UNICEF. 

25.40 X 42,27 mm. & 
25.40 X 42,27 mm. 

11.5 

50 stamps (10 X 5) 

Multiple Eagle 

Rotogravure "Postal Orga­
nisation Printing House" 
in UA.R. 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

250,000 & 250,000 

The United Nations Children's Fund 

(UNICEF) celebrated its 22nd anniver-

sary on !I th December, 1968. Created 

by the U.N. general Assembly on 11th. 

Dec. 1946, UNICEF is the U.N. organi-

sation with major responsibility for 

children of the developing regions. 

UNICEF assistance now goes to almost 

500 projects in 119 Countries. 

UNICEF's wc~k financed entirely :rom 

voluntary contributions from govern­

ments , private groups and individuals. 

UNICEF has been cooperating with 

the U.A.R. government since 1953, and is 

currently assisting with health services, 

disease control, nutrition and home 

economics, milk conservation, social ser­

vices, education and vocational training, 

family and child welfare, and also with 

emerg ency aid for refugees from Gaza 

and .Sinai. 

TOURNEE MONDIALE DE L'ENF JI.NCE 

Date d.' emission: 
··\)ialeurs 

Dessin 

Format 

Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 
Impression 

11. Dec. 1968. 
20 m. + 10 m. et 
20 + 10 m. 

Des enfants et l'emble­
me de !'UNICEF. 

25.40 X 42,27 mm. et 
25.40 X 42,27 mm. 

11 ,5 

50 timbres (ID X 5) 
Aigle repete 
Rotogravure par «les 

lmprimeries de I'Orga­
nisme des Pastes de la 
RA.U.» 

No. de contr6!e : Date d'impression et 
numero d'ordre. 

Tirage 250.000 et 250.000 

Le F'onds des Nations Unies de Secours 
pour l'Enfance (UNICEF) commemora 
le 11 decembre 1968 son 22e . anniver-
saire. 

Cree par I'Assemblee Generale des 
Nations Unies le 11 decembre 1946, ce 
Fends prend a sa charge le soin des 

enfants des territoires en voie de deve­
loppement 

Actuellement, il prete son concours a 
vesque 500 pro jets clans 119 Etats. 11 
n'est pas officiellement finance du bud­

get des Nations Unies, mais par les 
subventions enormes dent la plupart 
son! olfertes par les Gouvernements. 

Le Fends rec;oit egalement des sous­
criptions individuelles sensiblement va­
riables et des dons en nature de la part 
de differentes oeuvres de bienfaisance 
dans le monde tout entier. 

Depuis 1965, le Fends coopere avec le 
Gouvernement de la Republique Arabe 
Unie. ll contribue couramment a la mise 
a execution de plusieurs projets tau­
chant les services sani taires, la repres­
sion des maladies, l'a!imentation, l'eco­
nomie domestique, la conservation des 
!ails, les services sociaux, l'enseigne­
ment, l'entralnement professionnel e t le 
bien-etre de la famille et de !'enfant. 

De plus, il presente des aides urg ences 
a u x refug ies emi grant de Gaza et du 

Sinai . 
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FEASTS 

Date of issue : Dec. ll, l 968 
Denominations: 5 m. 

Design 
Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

The Lotus 
24,89 X 30,23 mm . 
11,5 

lOO stamps (10 X 10) 

Multiple Eagle 

Rotogravure '·"Postal Org a ­
nisa tion Printing House" 
in U.A.R. 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 
2,000,000 

Issued annually, on the begining of the 
feasts, th is commemorative stamp is valid 
for cancelling the envelopes of cards 
dedicated to the exchange of congratu­
lations on the occasion of feasts. 

LES FETES 

Date d.'emission: 11 Dec. 1968 

Valeurs 5 m. 
Dessin 
format 

Dentelure· 
Feuille 
Filigrane 
Impression 

Le Lotus 
24,89 X 30,23 mm. 

11,5 
lOO timbres (1 0 >< 10) 

Aigle repete 

Rotog ravure par · les 
lmprimeries de l'Orga­

nisme des Postes • de 
la R.A .U. 

No. de contr6le : Date d'impression et 

Tirage 
nume~o d'ord re. 

2.000.000. 

Emis chaque annee au debut des fetes , 
ce timbre commemoratif est valable pour 
l'affranchissement des enveloppes des 
cartes consacrees a l'echange des felicita­
tions a !'occasion des ietes. 

• • • 
POST DAY (1969) 

Date of issue : ) an , 2, 1969 
Denomination : 5, 20, 20 and 55 Mills 
Design 
Dimension 
Perforation 
Sheet 
Via terma rk 
Printing 

Control No. 

Dresses in ancient Egypt. 
28, 18 X 61.37 mm. 
11.5. 
50 stamps (10 X 5). 

Multiple Eagle. 
Rotogravure ''Postal Orga­
ni sation Print ing H ouse" 
in U.A.R. 
Date of issue and serial 
n u mb er. 

IOURNEE DES POSTES (1969) 

Date <:!'emission: 2 )an vier 1969 
Valeur 5, 20, 20, 55 m . 
Dessin 

Format 
Dentelu~e 

Feuillo 
Filigrane 
Impression 

Le Costume dans l'E­
gypte ancienne. 

28,18 X 61,37 mm. 
11,5. 

50 timbres (10 X .5). 
Aig le repete. 
Rotog ravure par ·les 
lmprimeries de l'Org a ­
nisme des Postes• de 
la R.A.U. 
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Quantity 

20 mills: 

5 mills. 

5, 20 & 20 mills. one million 
stamps. 55 mills: 500,000 
(initial Printing). 

Ramses Ill wearing feather-
decorated costume. 
His son is clad in a fi ne 

transparent dress (Tomb of 
Amen - her - Khepshef - Valley 

of the Queens at Thebes-New 
Kingdom). 

20 mills. : A mainden carrying offecings 
in a decorated tunic he!d at 
the shoulders by two hracs 

(Tomb of Meket - Ra - at 
Thebes, now in Cairo museum­
Middle Kingdom). 

55 mills. · A queen wearing a fine 
transparent dress - (New King­
dom) . 

No. de contr6le: Date d'impression e t 
numero d'ordre. 

Tirage I ,000.000 de limb . (5, 20, 
20, m.) 500,000 timbres 

(55 m.) ini tia1ement). 
20 m: Ramses Ill portant un costume 

orne de plumes. 
5 m : Son fils a un vetement en !in, 

transparent. (Tombe d'Amen-her­
Khepshef-Vallee des Reines, The­
bes, - Nouve1 Empire). 

20 m . Servante portant des offrandes 
vetue d'une robe ornee de dessins 
geometriques et maintenue aux 

epau1es par deux bretelles (Tombe 
de Meket - Ra a Thebes, actue1-
1ement au Musee du Caire -
Moyen Empire). 

55 m. · Reine a un vete!Tient en !in, 
transparent (Nouve1 Empire). 

• $ • 

HEFNI NASSEF 

Date of issue : 
Denomination : 

March, 2, 1969 
20 m. 

Desig n 
Dimension 
Perforation 

'$ heel 

Effigy of Hefni Nassef 
25,40 X 42.27 mm. 

: 1!,5. 
: 50 s tamps (10 X 5) 

Watermark: : Multiple Eagle. 

HE;FNI NASSEF 

Date d'emission: 2 mars 1969 
Va1eur 20 m. 
Dessin 
Format 
Dente1ure 
Fe uille 
Fi1igrane 

Effigie de Hefni Nassef 
25,40 X 42,27 mm. 
11 ,5. 
50 timbres (!0 X 5) 
Aigle repete. 
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Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

Rotog ravure "Postal Orga­
nisation Printing House" 
in U.A.R. 

Date of issu e and serial 
n umber. 

: I ,000 .000 Stamps 

Prominent writer and poet born in 1860 
at Kalioubiah Governorate . He did his 
studies a t the Azhar Univers ity and 
undertook many jobs in the magistra­
ture. 

Besides his poetic and literary works, 
he took part in the Orabi Revolution by 
means of speeches he had delivered, 
written and distributed to the preachers 
of the mosques and ;the masses of 
people in the streets. He died in 1919. 

MOHAMED F ARID 

Date of issue : March, 2, 1969 
Denomination · 20 m. 

Design Effigy of Mohamed Farid 

Dimension 25,40 X 42,27 mm. 

Perforation 11,5. 

'Sheet 50 stamps (ID X 5) 

Watermark Multiple Eagle. 

Printing Rotogravure "Postal Orga-

nisation Printing House 

in U.A.R 

Control No . Date of issue and serial 

number. 

Quantity I ,000.000 Stamps 

Impression Rotog ravure par ·les 
lmprimeries de l'Org a­
nisme des Posies» de ' 
la R.A.U. 

No. de contr6le : Date d'impression et 

Tirage 
numero d'ordre . 

1.000.000. 

Ne a Calioubieh en 1860, Hefni NasseL 
ecrivain et poe>te, fit ses etudes a l'Uni­

versite de l'Azhar. 
I! occupa plusieu~s posies dons la ma­

gistrature. 
Outre ses oeuvres poetiques et litterai­

res, il prit part a la Revolution d'Orabi 
au moyen des discours qu'il prononc;ait, 
ecrivait et distribuait aux predicateurs 
des mosquees et aux masses du peuple 

dons les rues. 
I! mourut en 1919. 

MOHAMED F ARID 

Dato cl' emission : 2 mars I 969 
Valeur 20 m. 
Dessin Effigie de Moh . Farid 
Format 25,40 X 42,27 mm. 
Dentelure !I ,5 . 
Feuille 
Filigrane 
Impression 

50 timbres (10 X 5) 
Aigle repete. 
Rotogravure par «les 
imprimeries de l'Orga-
nisme des Posies» de 
la R.A.U. 

No. de contr6le : Date d'impression et 
numero d'ordre. 

Tirage 1.000.000. 
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Veteran Eg yptian politician bom in 
Cairo in 1867. He g raduated in the school 
of Law in 1887 and worked successively 
in the •Soniya Constituency• and i:1 the 
Parquet General. 

After h is resignation, he worked as 

a lawyer and joined the nationalist party. 
Following the death of Mouslapha Ka­
mel in 1908, he was chosen as a speaker 
of the nationalist party . 

He was imprisoned for political reasons 
and spent most of his fortune in favour 
of the Egyptian cause. He travelled to 
Europe and displaced between its nations 
in a bid to hold international conferences 
for the propaganda of the cause of his 
Country. 

He died on ll November 1919 in Berlin: 
His corpse was transferred to Cairo 

where it was inhumed. 

Ne au Caire en 1867, Mohamed farid, 
politicien egyptien, fu t forme a l'Ecole de 
Droit en 1887. 

ll occupa un poste a l'Arrondissement 
"Soniya", p u is au Parquet Genera!. 

Apres avoir demissionne en 1897, il se 
fit avocat, adhera au parti nationaliste 

ei en fut choisi president a la suite du 
deces de Moustapha Kamel en l SOS. 

ll fut emprisonne pour des raisons po­
litiques et depensa la plus grande partie 
de sa fortune en faveur de la cause 

egyptienne. 
ll partit pour !'Europe et se metta a 

r.' en deplacer entre les nations en vue 
de faire de la propagande pour la cause 
de son Pays au sein des conferences 

internationales . 
ll mourut le ll novembre 1919 a 

Berlin. Son cadavre fui transfere au 

Caire ou il ful inhume. 

• • • 

ARAB TEACHER 

Date of issue : March, 2, 1969 

Denomination 20 m. 
Design Arab Teacher & Two 

p upils. 

Dimension 
Perforation 

Shee~ 

Watermark 

Pr inting 

Control No. 

Quantity 

25.40 X 42,27 mm. 

11.5 

50 stamps (10 X 5) 

Multiple Eagle . 

Rotogravure ' 'Postal Orga­
nisation Printing House" 
in U.A.R. 

Date of issue and ~erial 

n umber. 

1,000.000 Stamps 

The Postal Organisation issued this 
commemorative stamp in a token of con­
sideration and for paying tribute to the 
Arab teacher who gives a flagrant 
example of devotion in his duty with 
a view to te-aching generations useful 

to their country in all fields. 

L'INSTRUCTEUR ARABE 

Date d'emission: 2 mars 1969 
Valeur 20 rn. 

Dessin Un ma!tre arabe et 
deux e!eves. 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 
Fil igrane 
Impression 

25.40 X 42,27 mm. 

11.5. 
50 timbres (10 X 5) 
Aigle repete. 
Rotog ravure 
lmprimeries 
nisme des 
la R.A.U. 

par <des 
de l'Orga­
Postes» de 

No. de contr6le : Dale d'impress ion et 
numero d'ordre. 

Tirage 1.000.000. 

L'Organisme des Postes a em1s ce 
timbre commemoratif pour rendre hcm­
mage a l'instructeur arabe qui donne un 
exemple flag rant de devouement dons 
sa noble mission en vue d'instruire des 
g enerations utiles a leur patrie clans tous 
les domaines . 
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JLL YUSHIN- 18 FLIGHT 

Date of issue : March 2, 1969 

Denomination: 55 m. (air mail) 

Design Map of Arab Airli ne> 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Shee·:: 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No . 

Quantity 

25.40 X 42 ,27 mm. 

I 1.5 

SD stamps (10 X 5) 

Multiple Eagle. 

Rotogravure "Postal Orga­
nisation Printing House" 
in U.A.R. 

Date of issue and serial 

number. 

500.000 stamps. 

Its speed is 650 km. per hour and 
disposed to receive hundred passengers . 

It serves the following lines 
Cairo Athenes - Belgrade 

Cairo Munich - Prague 
Cairo - Miscow 
Cairo - Berlin «Democratic Germany» 

Cairo - Damascus 
Cairo - Lux or - Aswan. 

ARAB PUBLICITY WEEK 

Date of issue . 22, March, 1969 
Denomination: 20 + 10 Mi lls. 

0 

Design Emblem and flags of A·ab 
Nations. 

Dimension 
Perforation 

25.40 X 42,27 mm. 

11.5. 

Q 

A VION ILL YUSHIN- 18 

Da te c1' emission . 2 mars 1 S69 
Valeu~ 55 m. (par avion) 
Dassin 

Format 
Denteluoe 
Feuille 
Filigrane 

Impression 

Carte representant les 
!ignes d'aviation arabes 

25.40 X 42,27 mm. 
11,5. 
50 timbres (ID X 5) 
Aigle repete 

: Rotogravure par •les 
lmprimerie s de l'Orga­
nisme des Pastes» de 
la R.A.U. 

No. de contr6le : Date d impression et 
n umero d'ordre. 
500.000 

!I est de 650 km. de vi tesse par heure 
et disponible a accueillir cent passagers. 
Cet avi on sert les !ignes suivantes 

Le Caire - AthEmes - Belgrade 
Caire - Munich - Prague Le 

Le Caire - Moscou 
Le Caire Berlin ''All. Democratique" 
Le Caire - Damas - Bag dad 
Le Caire Luxor - Assouan 

.. 
SEMAINE DE L'APPEL ARABE 

Date d'emission 
Valeur 
Dessin 

Format 
Dentel ure 
Feuille 

22 mars 1969 
20 + ID m. 

Embleme et drapeaux 
des nations arabes. 
25 .40 X 42,27 mm. 
11,5. 
50 timbres (1 0 X 5). 
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Sheet 
Watermark 
Printing 

Control No . 

Quantity 

50 stamps (10 X 5). 
Multiple Eag le. 
Rotog ravure ''Postal Org a­
nisation Printing House" 

in U.A.R. 
Date of issue and serial 
number. 
250.000. 

It is now imperative 
nation should contribu te 
the Arab publicity fund 

that the Arab 
g enerously to 

in an effort to 
inform the whole world of ou~ rights and 
to obtain justice for our cause by our 
devotion to freedom and to international 
peace. 

INTERN.Z\.TIONAL LABOUR 

ORGANIZATION 

Date of issue : 11, April, 1969 

Denomination: 20 Mills. 

Drawing 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

Group of chimnies and the 
J.L.O. emblem. 

25,40 X 42,27 mm. 

11,5. 

50 stamps (10 X 5) . 

Multiple Eagle. 

Rotogravure ''Postal -Orga­
nisation Printing House" 

in U.A.R. 

Date of issue and seria! 
numbe!". 

1.500.000. 

Filigrane 
Impression 

Aigle repete. 
Rotogravure par •les 
imprimeries de !'Orga-
nisme des Postes» de 
la R.A.U. 

No. de contr6le: Date d 'impression et 
r:umero d'ordre . 

Tirage 250.000. 

IJ est temps que le peuple arabe con­
tribue par ses moyens financiers a la 
campagne de l'appel en vue de mettre 
le monde entier au courant de ses 
droits, de l'equite de sa cause, de son 
devouement a la liberte et a la paix 
mond;ale . 

ORGANISATION INTERN A TIONALE 
DU TRAVAIL 

Date c.'emission: 11 Avril 1969 
Valeur 
Des sin 

Format 
Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane · 
Impression 

20 Mills. 
: Groupe de cheminees sur­

montees de l'embleme 
de l'IL.O. 
25,40 X 42,27 mm. 

11,5. 
50 timbres (10 X 5). 
Aigle repete. 
Rotogravure par «les 
lmprimeries de l'Orga­
nisme des Postes» de 
la R.A.U. 

No. de contr6le : Date d "impression et 

Tirage 
numero d'ordre. 

1.500.000. 
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The International Labour Organization 

founded in !919 is one of the specialized 

agencies and brings together represen­

tatives of g overnm ent, labour and mana­

gement to improve working conditions 

through international conventions to in­

crease labour productivity and to seek 

~conomic and social stability. 

Headquar ters: Geneva. 

c~eee en 1919, !'Org anisation lnterna­
tionale du Travail est une des plus an­
ciennes institutions specialisees de 
l'O.N.U. au sein de laquelle se reunis­
sent les representants des ouvriers, les 
patrons et les Gouvernements des Pays­
membres en vue de discuter certains 
problemes et de conclure des accords 
internationaux tendant a ameliorer les 
conditions de J'act ivite des ouvriers pour 
le gain de leur vie. 

De meme, elle veille au perfectionne­
ment de la productivite du travail et a 
la stabilite economique et sociale des 
ouvriers. 

Son siege principal est a Geneve. 

• • • 

1969 INTER. YEAR OF 

_1\.FRICAN TOURISM 

Date of issue : 25, May, 1969 

Denomination: 10 Mills (41 stamps) 

Design 

Dimension 

Perforation 

Sheet 

Watermark 

Printing 

Control No. 

Quantity 

The flags of African Sta­
tes and the emblem of 
the International year of 
African Tourism. 

42,27 X 25,40 mm. 

11,5. 

20 stamps (5 X 4). 

Multiple Eagle. 

Rotogravure "'Postal Org a­
nisation Printing House" 

in U.A.R. 

Date of issue and serial 
number. 

400.000. 

ANNEE INTERNATIONAL£ DU 

TOURfSME AFRICAIN 

Date d. ' emission : 25 mai 1969 
Valeur 10 M. (41 timbres) 
Dessin Drapeaux des Etats 

Afri~ains et embleme 
de · J'annee internatio­

nale du tourisme afri­
cain . 

Format 

Dentelure 
Feuille 
Filigrane 
Impression 

42,27 X 25,40 mm. 
11,5. 
20 timbres (5 X 4). 
Aigle repete. 
Rotogravure par <des 

lmprimeries de l'Orga­
nisme des Postes» de 
la R.A.U. 

No. de contr6le : Date d 'impression et 
numero d'ordre. 

Tirage 400.000 . 
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The proclamation of 1969 as Interna­
tional Year of African Tourism by the 
International Union of the Official Travel 
Org anisations - JUOTO - is designed 
to win g reater recognition of the intrinsic 
social, cultu ral, economic and educa­
tional valu es of tourism by both govern­
ments and the general publ ic in African 
countries and to create g reater awareness 
in forei g n cou ntries of Africa's rich 

tourist attractions wi th a view to 
extending the volume of international 
tourist traffic to the African countries. 

The United Arab Republi c w hich is 
considered the North window from which 
the African continent overlooks to the 
rich tourist markets of Europe has con ­
tributed its efforts for the promotion of 
the International Year of African Tourism. 

L'Union Internationale des Organ isa-
tions Officielles du Tourisme (IUOTO) a 

declare l'annee 1969 comme •annee in­
ternationale du tourisme en Afrique ». 

Cette declaration a pour but de retenir 
l'attention des Gouvernements et du 
peuple africain a la valeur du tourisme 
du point de vue social, culture!, et econo­
mique . 

En outre, elle se propose d'attirer J'at­
tention des pays du monde tout entier 
aux appals touristiques en Afrique en 
vue d 'augmenter le volume du mouve­
ment touristique clans les pays afri­
cains. 

La Republique Arabe Unie, etant la 
fenetre du continent a fricain qui donne 
sur les riches faeces touristiques en Eu­
rope, contribue efficacement a cele brer 
cette grande occasion . Cela se mani­
fec te dons les mesures qu.'elle a prises 
en faveur de la promotion de l'annee 
internationa le du tourisme a fr icai n . 

• • • 
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AWFF 
16 ABDEL AZIZ STREET - CAIRO 

T el : 9 1 7 3 7 8 - 8 7 7 9 6 3 

SELL - BUY - EXCHANGE 

STAMPS ALL WORLD 

AWff 
16, RUE ABDEL AZIZ - LE CAIRE 

T el : 9 1 1 3 1 8 - 9 1 1 9 6 3 

VENT.E - ACHAT - EXCHANGE 

TIMBRES TOUS-P A YS 



SELLING YOUR STAMPS? .. 
HERE ARE SOME OF THE IMPORTANT ADVANTAGES 

ACCRUING TO THE VENDOR WHO MAKES USE 
OF THE H. R. HARMER SERVICE 

• The experience and expertise of fifty years of selling at auction. 
• Specialist Describing. 
• Fully-illustrated (often in colour) and carefully described Cata-

logues. 
• Direct contact with a world-wide clientele. 
• Choice of Sale - in London, New York or Sydney. 
• Free valuation subject to sale in two years. 
• All Risk Insurance - in transit and pending Sale. 
• Liberal Advances. 

IF YOU SELL at the Harmer Auctions you can be sure of the high­
est realisations for your stamps. The last few years have seen a 
steady and progressive increase in the season's turnover and the 
1%7-68 figure was approximately three-quarters of a million pounds. 
Over fifty years "e have built up-and still improving-a Philatelic 
Service second to none. 

The full resources of the HARMER ORGANIZATION with Houses 
in three Continents are at the disposal of all prospective vendors of 
fine General and Specialised Collections, single rarities, etc. May we 
have your enquiry ? 

Contact us now if you wish to sell. We will be glad to help and 
to advise you. 

H. R. HARMER LTD. 

AND AT 
NEW YORK 

International Stamp Auctioneers 

P.O. BOX 4 EH 

41, NEW BOND STREET 

LONDON, W. 1. 
Cables : "Phistamsel, London, W.l." 

AND AT 
SYDNEY 
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